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TWO SUPREME COURT JUSTICES
AT NYLS STUDENT EVENTS
ts annual banquet, the
NYLS Law Review presented Associate Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg with the
Charles W. Froessel Award in
recognition of her distinguished
service to the legal community.
The award is named for Judge
Charles W. Froessel '3 of the
New York Court of Appeals and
NYLS Board of Trustees chairman, 1958-72. ln her acceptance
speech, Justice Ginsburg offered
insights and practical advice
about the role of women in the
legal profession and society.

A

ociate Justice Clarence
Thomas served as chief
justice on a slate of
impressive final round judges
for the NYLS Moot Court
Association's 23rd Annual Robert
F. Wagner, Sr. National Labor
and Employment Law
Competition on March 14.
Thirty-six schools competed over
four clays. The final round was
won by New York University
School of Law over Southern
Methodist University School of
Law. Justice Thomas expressed
admiration for the participants
and then met with NYLS students
in the Moot Court Room for an
informal discussion.

Dean [-/any H. Wellington welcomes
Justice Ginsburg.

Justice Ginsburg is congratulated by (Lr) Law Review's Jeffrey Canning '99,
editor-in-chief and award presenter, Amy 'Tenney '00, supervising editor and
banquet coordinator, and Prof. Nadine Strossen, faculty advisor to the journal,
who introduced Justice Ginsburg.

"In the open society that is the American ideal,
no doors should be closed to people willing to spend the
hours of effort needed to make dreams come true.
So hold fast to your dreams and work hard to make them a reality."
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg

The Hon. Clarence 'Thomas was joined by final
round judges John Neil Raudabaugh, Esq. (l),
partner with Matkov, Salzman, Madoff &
Gunn, and NYLS Prof. Nadine Strossen.
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A TIME FOR. INNOVATIONS AND INSIGHTS

ear in the life of New York
Law School reflects the
iverse and dynamic nature
this academic community. From
students' fierce competition during
Moot Court in September to their
triumphant
commencement
march in June,
:t::Wt'l<fl'..JJt
NYLS demands
hard work of
each student,
while teaching
public service
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Mario Sosa, mediator, San Pablo,
Guatemala. Population: 100 families.

ment to all.
In this issue,
we explore two
new public service programs initiated by NYLS
professors.
The NYLS Bankruptcy
Assistance Program, under the

direction of Professor Karen Gross,
offers students in-depth counseling
experience with some of the 1,500
clients who come to The Legal

Society's bankruptcy unit. In the
process, students learn to temper
legal expertise with compassion.
In our second feature story,
Professor Timothy Lytton reports
on his involvement in a dispute resolution program in Guatemala and
Nicaragua. Prof. Lytton provides an
update on his efforts to train law
students and others to mediate
local disputes among residents in
remote communities.

We hope you'll take a moment
to return the insert card included in
this issue. We need your help in
building and maintaining the most
up-to-date mailing list possible, so
that we can stay in touch with you.
It's also very important for you to
stay in touch with us. An ongoing
dialogue between alumni/ae and
this editor is the best way to ensure
that In Brief continues to be the
magazine that reflects your interests
and concerns. We look forward to
hearing from you.

You'll also find two insightful
faculty perspectives on the historic
impeachment and trial of
President Clinton and a fascinating
article by Professor Arthur Leonard
on the growing practice of gay and
lesbian family law.

A MESSAGE FROM DEAN HARR V H. WELLINGTON
Dean Harry H. Wellington announced his retirement as Dean of NYLS effective June 30, 2000. He
issued the following statement to the NYLS com-

munity:
"As many, but perhaps not all, of you know, I
have decided to leave the deanship on June 30,
2000. I have enjoyed presiding over this extraordinary place for the past many years. Together we
have made this a better law school than it has ever
been before and, for this, I am deeply grateful to all
of you.
"While June 30, 2000, is a long way off, and we
have a lot to do between now and then, it is not too
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early to begin looking for my replacement. With
that in mind, the Board of Trustees has selected
four of its members to join with four members of
the faculty as a Dean Search Committee. That
Committee will plan and conduct the search."

The Dean continued, "The Board members are
Committee Co-Chair Gerald Crotty, Arthur

Abbey, Sandra Weiksner and James Zirin. The
Committee members selected by the faculty are
Co-Chair Prof. Carlin Meyer, Prof. Stephen
Ellmann, Prof. William LaPiana and Prof. Edward
Purcell.

"I know you join me in wishing them success."

NYLS

The Office of Career Services
heard from 83% of the over 400
members of the Class of 1998
during the annual employment
survey. Of the respondents, 93%
reported that they are employed.

Equity and Federal Tax"
(below), available for CLE credit
in February, was followed by the
Law Review symposium, "Law/
Media/Culture: Legal Meaning
in the Age of Images," on
March 5.
A joint program in March,
sponsored by the NYLS Center
for New York City Law and the
New York City Conflicts of
Interest Board, explored "Ethics
in New York City Government."

Continuing Legal Education
formally initiated

The School is certified by
the NY State Continuing Legal
Education Board as an accredit-

Enrollment update

Profession, Investigation, and

Enrollment at New York Law
School was boosted th is fall by a
first-year class of 450, comprised
of 3 30 clay division and 120
evening division students.
Total enrollment for 1998-99
was 1,400. The student population is approximately 49% female
and 51% male, with students
arriving here this academic year
from 29 states and 13 countries.
Approximately 330 students
(250 full-time clay; 80 evening) are
expected to graduate on June 14.

Property.
For the latest on her activities and publishing, see Faculty
News, p. 21.

Professor Annette GordonReed promoted
Professor Annette Gordon-Reed
was promoted to the rank of professor of law with tenure in
December. Prof. Gordon-Reed
has been at NYLS since 1992. She
teaches American Legal History,
American Slavery & the Law,
Criminal Procedure: The Legal

Class of 1998 on the job

Several symposia marked the initiation of the School's formalized
Continuing Legal Education
Program instituted to meet the
need created by the passage of
mandatory continuing legal education (MCLE) for attorneys
admitted to the New York Bar.

T'he Journal of Human
Rights symposium, "Women,

eel provider of continuing legal
education in the State of New
York through June 18, 2001.
Alumni/ae and other members of the legal community are
invited to attend the many symposia and other academic events
offered by the journals and the
School's specialized Centers.
Tuition assistance is available

for NYLS graduates clemonstrating financial hardship.
On May 25 and 26, a twoclay, six credit CLE program will
be presented by NYLS and the
Alumni Association. The program
will examine the SEC proposed
amendments to the aircraft
Carriers Securities Act of 1933,
prevention of on-line stock
fraud; and the desirability of
repealing the Glass-Stegall Act.
For details, call 212-431-2800.
A "Bridge the Gap" program
for newly admitted attorneys will
be offered by NYLS and New
York County Lawyers' Association
at the Law School on June 11
and 12. The two-clay program
will be offered for 14 MCLE
credits. For details on these and
ongoing CLE offerings, visit the
website at www.nyls.edu/cle.html.
To acid your name to the CLE
mailing list, visit the website or
call 212-431-2391.
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Moot Court jump starts
the academic year
The annual NYLS constitutional
law appellate moot court competition is named for Charles
W. Froessel '13. The Froessel
Competition honors the
long-time NYLS professor and
former NY State Court of
Appeals judge by launching the
academic year with a lively
intramural event.
In September, the competition focused on two topics: the
constitutionality of the
Violence Against Women Act;
and First and Fourteenth
Amendment challenges to
mandatory AIDS education and
condom distribution programs
in public schools.
The authors of this year's
competition, Michelle
Carmiciano '99 and Michael
Combs '99, hold the 1998
awards for the best briefs regionally and third best briefs nationally in the Saul J. Lefkowitz
Trademark Competition. Mr.
Combs was also an octofinalist
in the 1997 Froessel competition, in which Ms. Carmiciano

also competed with distinction.
The Froessel finalists are
Gregory Dell '00, Edward Teel
Shin '00, Jill Gruben '00 and
Scott Pashman '00. Competition co-chairs Kevin Goldberg
'00, a national quarter-finalist in
the 1997 Froessel Competition,

and Jessica Vasquez '99 who
also competed with distinction
in 1997, were also cited at other
national moot court competitions.
For the final round, the
bench incluclecl: Hon. Harold
Bear, Jr., US District Court of
the Southern District of New
York; Hon. Leonard I. Garth, US
Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit; Judges Howard A.
Levine and Vito Titone, NY
State Court of Appeals; Judges
Ellsworth A. Van Graafeiland
and Freel I. Parker, US Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit;
Harry H. Wellington, NYLS
Dean, and Prof. Nadine
Strossen, national president of
the American Civil Liberties
Union.

City Law breakfasts highlight New Yorkers
The Center for New York City Law continues to bring prominent New
Yorkers to NYLS to speak on a variety of thought-provoking topics. 'This
year's distinguished speakers included Peter J. Powers, chair NYC Charter
Revision Commissions; Percy E. Sutton, chair--African Continental

Telecommunications Limited; and Claire Shulman, Queens Borough
President (shown l.,, with Ross Sandler(c), director of the Center,

and Kathleen Grimm '80 (r), past president of the Alumni Association).

Compatibility of world
trade and protection of
ocean examined
A debate rages over whether or
not international trade rules and

environmental protection are
compatible. Fueling the controversy is the recent ruling against
the US by a World Tracie
Organization panel in connection with a US law designed to
protect sea turtles.

"World Trade and the
Environment," a September

www.nyls.edu
Your access to New York Law School, any time, any day
Visit www.nyls.edu, the School's ever expanding web site.
After a fall facelift, the site is being redesigned to make it even
more user friendly and informative. From Admissions and
Continuing Legal Education to News & Events and the online
Alumni information, this is the place to:
• Register online for Alumni events.
•
•
•
•
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See what's happening on campus this month.
Check out new CLE offerings.
Read about what faculty members are doing.
Access career services, e-mail links, program information
and morel

symposium which examined
key legal, economic and environmental issues, was presented
by NYLS's Center for
International Law and the
Association of the Bar of the
City of New York's Committees
on International Tracie and on
International Environmental
Law.
Sydney M. Cone, III, C.V.
Starr Professor of Law at NYLS
and director of the Center for

International Law, moderated

the program, which featured
guest experts David Balton,
director, Office of Marine

Conservation, US Department
of State; Phillippe Sands, reader
in international law, New York
University School of Law; and
from Yale University, Steve
Charnovitz, director, Global
Environment & Tracie Study,

and TN. Srinivasan, Samuel C.
Park, Jr. Professor of Economics
and department chairman.

from Devel

en

BY BARBARA l. LESHINSKY

ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

Center for International
Law revamps website

Nationalism: Telecommuni-

A New Look

Capital Campaign update

cations Developments in Japan';

If your membership cards,

Progress continues to be made in

The Center for International
Law recently reorganized its
website to include information

"Internet Trend Setters"; "The

receipts, and pledge reminders

Encl of Telecommunications
Regulation?"; "Alternative Highspeed Internet Connections"; and
"Merger Mania: Seeking Media

look a bit unfamiliar to you, the

the plans for the upcoming capital campaign. The centerpiece

on upcoming symposia events;
complete transcripts and photographs from past events; and a
full listing of courses in international law at NYLS.
Also available are resources
for researching careers in international law, including over 60
regularly-updated links; career
events at area law schools,
opportunities with organizations
ranging from the United
Nations to the US State
Department; study abroad information; and recommended
career books and newsletters.
Visitwww.nyls.edu!cil! or call
(212) 431-2865.

Communication Media
Center on a roll
Reported by Anna Abrigo '00,
CMC research assistant

Since its founding in 1977, the
School's Communication
Media Center has been committed to promoting education, discussion, research and writing in
the areas of media and technology. To achieve its goal of fostering a free exchange of viewpoints and ideas on a variety of
topics, the Center has sponsored
conferences, seminars and workshops bringing together leaders
from law, business, academia
and government to address
important policy issues.
Diverse program topics have
been covered this academic

year: "The Information Security
Threat"; "Globalism/

Market Leadership."
The conferences and seminars attracted attendees from
various technological and communications companies and
institutions to provide lively,
often intense, discussions of law
and policy formulation.
The Center is also dedicated

reason is that the Office of
Development and Public
Affairs has a new database. The
system--the Raiser's Edge--has
given the office increased ability
to track, report on, and analyze
every aspect of its fund raising
efforts. The system went live on
July 1, the beginning of the
School's fiscal year, and everyone has caught on quickly to
this efficient database.

of the campaign will be the
design and construction of a
multipurpose building that will
include dormitory facilities, a
conference center, auditorium
space and state-of-the-art classrooms. The dormitory space will
help turn the School into a real
campus and will make New York
Law School more competitive
than ever.

Leadership

We continue to promote NYLS
in many ways. Our new logo
and repositioning efforts are
making us more easily recog-

to educating students, the future
professionals in the industry. In
addition to developing NYLS
course offerings, the Center promotes education through projects such as Minority Media
Law Day in October. During
the popular day-long event, cosponsored with the Foundation
for Minority Interests in Media,
students from various undergraduate schools obtained information on applying to law
school and securing financial
assistance. Students were particularly enthusiastic about a sample law class led by Center
Director and NYLS Prof.

Michael Botein.
In its continued pursuit of
the development of telecommunications and media law and
policy, and the education of
professionals and students
involved in these fields, the
Communications Media Center
will continue to sponsor events
focusing on timely issues in an
ever changing industry. For
information on the Center, visit
its web site, www.cmcnyls.edu.

Increased visibility
We have been fortunate this year
to have continuity in our annual
fund and Harlan chairs: Judith
A Bresler '74, elected to the
Board of Trustees, is serving as
annual fund chair for a second
year; trustee Phil Damashek also
is completing his second year as

Harlan chair. Many thanks to
our dedicated chairs!
Annual Fund update
To elate, we are proud to report
that we are ahead of last year
both in annual fund support and

in the number of Harlan members. At the end of January 1999,
the annual fund was ahead by

more than $220,000 over the
prior year, and there were 20
more Harlans than the year
before. We want to acknowledge
the terrific support from our

nized, our media outreach has
been strengthened, and our
internal and external communications are more integrated in
look and design.

Funding outreach
The number of grant requests to
corporations, foundations and
government agencies is growing
as we increase our research
efforts. There's already been a
surge in such essential giving,
and we expect more to follow.
For more information about
these and all the activities and
giving opportunities, please call
the Office of Development and
Public Affairs at 212-431-2800.

wonderful alumni/ae and
friends-you are the ones who
have made this happen!

In Brief 5

NYLS

NEWS
International Criminal
Court statute analyzed
The formation of an

vices, invited students to stay in

The guests were forthright,
funny and earnest as they
shared stories of how they
decided on their specialties, got
their first jobs, and developed
specialized niches for themselves.
This year, potential evening
division students were invited to
the brunch; many attended to

Registrar Jeri Wenz's 40 years of
service at a reception held in
her honor in September. Mrs.
Wenz joined the School on
September 1, 1958, when it was
located at 44 William St. and
tuition was $268 per semester.
Under the leadership of
Dean Daniel Gutman, the
entire NYLS staff consisted of

close touch with her and utilize
all the services of her office.
Then it was time for the
guest speakers. They included:
Daniel Dobkin '92, private
practitioner; Cathy Hershcopf
'85, special counsel, Kronish,

get a first-hand look at NYLS and
the evening division.
Discussion and networking
continued beyond the brunch
among students, speakers, and
alumni/ae. 'To all who attended, and especially the guest

the dean's secretary, who was

Lieb, Weiner & Hellman, LLP;
Karen Robertson '96, associate,

speakers, go heartfelt thanks for
a stimulating and enjoyable
afternoon.

ry committee met at the United
Nations: Major William K.
Lietzau, US Pentagon; Richard
Dicker, Human Rights Watch;
Roy S. Lee, United Nations;
Prof. George Fletcher,
Columbia University School of

Evening Division alumni/ae
in the spotlight
Evening division alumni/ae
and students gathered in the
Ernst C. Stiefel Reading Room
to hear six speakers talk about
their careers and lives after law

Weiser '87, in house counsel,
NYLS celebrates
Registrar Jeri Wenz's
40 years of service

presently engaged in the same
often daunting challenge.
Associate Dean Barbara
Leshinsky introduced the guests
and thanked them for giving up
a Sunday afternoon to participate in the brunch.
Professor Lenni Benson
offered her thoughts about

NYLS.

(see Profiles, p. 23), Law Offices
of Sybil Shainwald, PC; Mary
Memorial Sloan Kettering
Hospital; and Fred Wistow '77,
executive vice president and
general counsel, Warner Music
Group.

International Criminal Court
was explored by a Journal of
Human Rights panel in
February. "International
Criminal Court: Contemporary
Perspectives and Prospects for
Ratification" was moderated by
Ruti Teitel, Ernst C. Stiefel
Professor of Comparative Law.
The distinguished guest
experts on the International
Criminal Court statute discussed the Court's future just a
week before a critical preparato-

Law; and Prof. Paul Dubinsky,

teaching in the evening division
and how impressed she is by the
students. Lissa Jean, associate
director for employer outreach
from the office of career ser-

Cleary Gottlieb, Steen &
Hamilton; Sybil Shainwald '76

The New York Law School
community celebrated

responsible for accounting and
bursar duties, and seven people
responsible for admissions, registration, class scheduling, graduation, development and attendance. In addition to these staff
members, there were

12 distin-

guished faculty members who
served approximately 4 7 5
students.
Joined by her husband and
son at the reception, Mrs. Wenz

the Offices of Development

was commended by Dean
Harry I-I. Wellington and
Associate Dean Ellen Ryerson
for her fairness with students
and willingness to adapt to
change.
As a token of appreciation
and to mark the occasion of her

and Public Affairs and Career

40th anniversary, she was pre-

Services on the last Sunday in

sented with a gold pendant.

February.

"I think the fact that I've
been here 40 years says it all,"
Mrs. Wenz said. It's been
great and I look forward to the
next40."

school (yes, there is life after
law school). It was the fifth
annual Spotlight on Evening
Division Brunch, presented by

Over bagels, scrambled eggs
and coffee, students and alumni/ae talked about numerous
issues. Speakers reminisced
about their school clays when

6 In Brief

they were juggling families,
jobs and law school, and offered
advice and hope for those

~
I
New faces on campus

recruitment assistant in the

Several new staff members have
recently joined the Law School.
Lissa Jean '93 is the associate
director for employer outreach,
in the Office of Career Services.
Ms. Jean works with lawyers and
alumni/ae to develop employment opportunities for graduates. She obtained her bachelor's degree in biology from
Rutgers University and her law
degree from NYLS. Ms. Jean's
prior experience includes medical malpractice and commercial litigation. She is a member
of the New Jersey and National
Bar Associations.

Office of Career Services
responsible for maintaining job
orders and alumni/ae contacts.
Ms. Tan holds a BA in Art
History and East Asian Studies
from New York University.
In the Office of Development and Public Affairs, Anni
Luneau is the new assistant
director of research. Her duties

Monika Brzuchowska is the
new assistant housing coordinator to the associate dean. She
holds a master's degree in higher
education, student affairs and
student personnel administration
as well as a bachelor's degree
from Syracuse University.
Jennifer Tan is the new

include grant writing and donor
research. Ms. Luneau earned
her BA degree in English from
Keene State College and her JD
from the University of
Connecticut School of Law.
There are also two new fund
development assistants, both of
whom provide administrative
support services. Prior to joining
the staff, Monica Lewis worked
as an executive secretary for the
Training Fund. Inez Gonzalez
holds a BA in Sociology and
Criminal Justice from William
Paterson University.

s
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Campus briefs
The Civil Liberties Union and
other student associations partic-

ipated in the I0th annual World
1998

AIDS Day on December I,

(above). Student volunteers were
at the Shepard and Ruth K.
Broad Student Center to answer
questions, distribute red ribbons,
and provide literature on the
subject. •j Richard Thornburgh,
former US Attorney General and
a past governor of Pennsylvania,
was on campus to speak with
members of the Federalist

Society. { The Legal Association of Women (LAW) annual
luncheon featured Prof. Ann F.
Thomas who spoke on the fascinating history of American
women in the legal profession.
4 In February, LAW joined with
the Diversity Committee of the
Women's Bar Association of the
State of New York to present
"The Many Faces of Justice: A
Networking Reception with
Women Judges of Diverse

Backgrounds." 4 'The ongoing
exhibition of art in the Shepherd
and Ruth K. Broad Student
Center Art Gallery included
Above, I. tor.:
Lissa Jean '93,
Monika Brzuchowska,

Jennifer 'Tan.

5

"Quilting as Legacy," a display
of quilter Carolyn Adams' works
during February for Black History

Month. {The Media, Entertainment & Sports Law Association with the Civil Liberties
Union & the South Asian Law
Students Association presented
a February debate at NYLS on
Publicity v. Privacy in the
Media, Entertainment & Sports
Industry, moderated by Prof.

Nadine Strossen. <
In addition, NYLS student
organizations also demonstrated
a tradition of service to the community. LAW participated in the
"NY Race for the Cure," for the
fight against breast cancer, raising more than $500. The
Student Bar Association delivered food to home-bound AIDS
patients through the Work-ADay program. In November,
students and faculty collected
food for City Harvest, Coalition
for the Homeless, and NYC
Rescue Mission on "Can
Immunity Day," cosponsored by

Phi Delta Phi and the Human
Resources Department.

Corrections and Clarifications
The following names of generous donors were omitted from
the 1997.98 Annual Report.
Fred Fine '52 • Joseph Nass '37
• Christa Hoeher Reddy '79

Adjunct Professor Sidney

Asch was honored for 50 years of

service (not 40 years as reported

in the fall/winter '98 In Brief ) at
the Adjunct Faculty luncheon
held last April.
NYLS News is reported by the editors
and contributing writers.
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The Transformation of
Gay Family law
Arthur S. Leonard

hen I began teaching at New York
Law School in 1982, there was little
gay family law. During the 1970s, a
handful of state courts rejected
attempts by gay couples to obtain
marriage licenses, and lesbian
mothers seeking custody of their
children upon divorce were usually
unsuccessful because courts presumed they were unfit to be parents
clue to their sexual orientation.
As I write in 1999, the law has
evolved with startling speed to recognize gay relationships and validate gay parenting. The AIDS epidemic has played a major role in
this transformation, dramatizing
the harsh inequities faced by
same-sex couples who lack recognition for their family units. Lesbians
and gay men taking up parenting
roles in an open and visible way
have also forced courts and governmental bodies to confront the reality of diverse families.
New York was among the leading jurisdictions on parental rights,
recognizing in the micl-l 970s that
there is no necessary correlation
8 ln Brief

between parental sexual orientation
and fitness to raise a child.
While most state courts will no
longer maintain that homosexual
parents are presumptively unfit for
custody or visitation, some will
insist that gay people sacrifice the
right to have a same-sex partner living with them if they want custody
or visitation. Even today, there are
some courts that will label a gay

parent a "criminal" unworthy of
respect because of the continued
existence of sodomy laws in some
parts of the country.
Perhaps the most important
court decision on gay parenting was
rendered in 1996 by a Hawaii trial
court facing the question of
whether the state had sufficient justification for excluding same-sex
couples from marriage. The state
argued that its compelling interest
in providing the best possible
homes in which to raise children
justified restricting marriage to
opposite-sex couples. The court
heard leading expert witnesses for
both sides and concluded that not
only were gay parents generally well
qualified to raise children, but that
depriving gay parents of the right to
marry imposed a significant deprivation on their children.
New York was a follower rather
than a leader on the issue of "sec-

ond parent" adoption. When a
child is adopted, the law provides

that legal ties between the child
and his or her former parents are
terminated. When a single parent
marries, the new spouse can adopt
the children without affecting their
legal relationship with the other
parent. The adoption laws in
almost all states were enacted when
legislators would not have contemplated the idea of same-sex partners
raising children. Thus, when the
domestic partner of a gay parent
tried to adopt the partner's child,
courts would reject the adoption,
claiming that the law did not contemplate such adoptions.
The first states to embrace a flexible reading of their adoption laws
to recognize the reality of gay family life were Vermont and
Massachusetts. New York followed
several years later, in Matter of
Jacob, a consolidated proceeding.
One situation involved a woman
whose boyfriend wanted to adopt
her children; the other, a lesbian

couple. Although the adoption
statutes have not been modified to

accommodate this situation, some
courts have concluded that they
should be broadly construed to
reinforce the family ties that already
exist in gay families. However,
some state courts have refused to

adopt such a reading, arguing that
any change must occur through
legislation.
Perhaps the most bitterly con-

tested issue in gay family law is the
right of same-sex couples to marry.
Several state courts strongly rejected claims by same-sex couples in
the 1970s, discouraging gay litigation groups from bringing further
cases. But the issue remained popular in the gay community, and
emerged again in the late 1980s,
partly in response to the AIDS epidemic and the renewed emphasis
on forming stable family units

among gay people.
Impatient with the reluctant gay
litigation groups, individual couples
filed their own marriage cases in the
District of Columbia, New York,
Hawaii, and Alaska. The Hawaii

Supreme Court ruled in 1993 that
denying marriage licenses to samesex couples raised a state constitutional issue of equal protection.
The case was sent to the circuit
court for trial, sparking a bitter reaction among state legislators in

Hawaii and elsewhere. Fearing that
a victory for the gay litigants would
produce a Rood of Hawaiian
same-sex marriages followed by
demands for recognition of those
marriages in other states, many
states passed laws declaring that
same-sex marriages would not be
recognized. The federal government passed a law during the presidential/congressional elections of
1996 declaring that it would not
recognize same-sex marriages and

purporting to relieve state governmen ts of any obligation to do so.
Meanwhile, the Hawaii case
went to trial and the circuit court

ruled against the government,

major courtroom success in a NY
Court of Appeals decision, Braschi
v. Stahl Associates, that recognized
domestic partners as "family members" under a tenant protection regulation. In the wake of Braschi,
numerous municipalities have
passed domestic partnership ordi-

declaring that it had failed to show
a compelling reason to deny marriage licenses to same-sex couples.
Shortly afterwards, a trial court in
nances, establishing registration sysAlaska refused
tems and extendto dismiss a
ing a variety of
Gay families
same-sex marrights to partners.
riage chalSome states have
have not yet attained

lenge, citing
the Hawaii
decision.
Legislators in

full equality in

extended eligibil-

ity for employee
benefits participation to the
domestic partners of their employees, through collective bargaining

American society.

both states proposed constitutional
amendments to take this issue from
the courts, and voters approved the
proposed amendments in 1998.
However, the drive for same-sex
marriage was not deterred.

Although the District of
Columbia lawsuit was unsuccessful, and the NY case was dismissed
on procedural grounds, the NY
plaintiffs refiled their suit and a new
action began in Vermont, where
the state supreme court recently
heard oral arguments.
The gay community was not
totally united in seeking marriage,
with some arguing that domestic
partnership, a less traditional
arrangement, might be preferable.
The drive for state recognition of
domestic partners achieved its first

with public employee unions.
New York City enacted one of
the most sweeping domestic partnership ordinances in 1998. In
addition to codifying policies adopted by executive order under former
Mayor David Dinkins and embodied in the 1993 settlement of a lawsuit seeking health insurance benefits by the Gay Teachers
Association, the new ordinance recognized domestic partners as
spousal-equivalents under a wide
range of city policies and benefit
plans. Mayor Rudolph Giulian i's
administration is combing the city
codes and regulations to find additional policies that should be
adjusted to extend equal treatment

to domestic partners.
In the most far-reaching ruling
on this issue, the Oregon Court of
Appeals recently held that the state
and its subdivisions were obligated

under the state constitution to
extend domestic partnership benefits to public employees.
Government action has paralleled voluntary developments in
the private sector, as hundreds of
businesses, non-profit organizations
and educational institutions,
including NYLS, have adopted a
range of domestic partnership
recognition schemes.
Gay families have not yet
attained full equality in American
society. Despite the impressive
gains documented here, coverage is
uneven and largely confined to the
two coasts and large metropolitan
areas. The legislative proposals and
lawsuits have sparked a major societal conversation about the nature

of family life and the appropriate
role for gay people in the institution
of the family. This is sure to be one
of the liveliest areas for new lawmaking as we enter the 2lst century.
PROFESSOR ARTHUR S. LEONARD has been

with NYLS since 1982. He is the editor of
various publications such as the monthly
publication Lesbian/Gay Law Notes and
has co-authored several books on AIDS and
the law. Among the classes that he has
taught at NYLS are Employment Law,
Employment Discrimination Law, Labor
Relations Law, Sexual Orientation & the
Law, and Torts.
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Perspectives fueled
n any academic year, the media turn
to NYLS faculty for expert opinions and
analyses of legal matters making
news. 'This year, events and issues surrounding the scope of the independent
counsel, grand jury hearings, and the presidential trial fueled an unprecedented

I

look at our legal institutions and the
Constitution. As this issue of In Briefwent
to press, President Clinton had been
acquitted, but the dust had certainly not
settled. Herc arc two faculty members'
perspectives on legal aspects of the
impeachment of the President.
-Ed.
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by turbulent times
Blame the lawyers, not the witness
MARIANA J. HOGAN

The initial impetus for impeachment was President Clinton's testimony in the Paula Jones deposition
and before the Kenneth Starr grand
jury regarding the nature of his relationship with Monica Lewinsky.
The problem with his testimony
wasn't his answers. It was the questions. Neither the Jones lawyers taking the President's deposition nor
the prosecutors questioning the
President before the Grand Jury get
high marks for their lawyering.
At the start of the President's
deposition, the Jones lawyers made
a strategy decision that resulted in
ambiguous testimony. Congress,
the President, and the American
people suffered the results of that
decision. Paula Jones' lawyer asked
presiding Judge Susan Webber
Wright to adopt the now oft-quoted
"definition of sexual relations" (the
definition) for use in the deposition, claiming that use of the definition would" ... eliminate confu-

sion, not cause it." Wrong! How
does defining sexual relations as
" ... when the person knowingly
engages in or causes contact with
the genitalia, anus, groin, breast,
inner thigh, or buttocks of any person with an intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any persom.," eliminate confusion?

Use of the definition violated
every basic rule of witness examination. In law schools across the country, trial advocacy students are
drilled to limit each question to one
fact. They are cautioned to avoid
subjective conclusions and characterizations and to stick to unambiguous terminology. The definition is a
model of ambiguity, subjectivity
and conclusions. The better practice would have been to ask in
detailed, separate questions about
physical contact between the specific
parties. And that is precisely what
Judge Wright urged the Jones
lawyers to do. She suggested that
they go into detail "...about what
might or might not have occurred"
rather than use the definition.
Ignoring the judge's suggestions,
James A. Fisher, the Jones lawyer
handling the deposition, plowed on.
Even he had difficulty keeping his
terminology straight. Initially, Mr.
Fisher asked the President if he had
had "...an extramarital sexual
affair..." with Monica Lewinsky. He
then corrected himself saying, "I
think I used the term 'sexual affair.'
And so the record is completely
clear, have you ever had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky, as that
term is defined in Deposition
Exhibit 1, as modified by the

Court?" The President's

answer, "I have never had
sexual relations with
Monica Lewinsky. I've never
had an affair with her," is
well known-but the record is anything but clear. By choosing to ask
the question using the definition
rather than eliciting point by point
detail, Mr. Fisher, not the President,
created an ambiguous record.
Inept questioning of the President by Starr's prosecutors before
the Grand Jury compounded the
Jones lawyers' error of using an
over-broad definition. The Grand
Jury transcript is riddled with convoluted and compound questions, and
questions containing prosecutorial
characterizations and conclusions.

The prosecutors also asked questions using subjective expressions
like "physically intimate," "any sexual contact in any way, shape or
form," and "sexual activity."
The Jones legal team's convoluted and unnatural definition of sexual relations and the Starr prosecutors' poorly framed questions before
the Grand Jury left us without a
clear record. Lawyers taking a deposition and prosecutors presenting
evidence are charged with gathering information through clear and
unambiguous questioning of witnesses. Experienced advocates resist
including characterizations and
conclusions because witnesses are
less likely to agree to their adversary's
characterizations than to the simple

facts. Lawyers questioning adverse
or hostile witnesses must be particularly vigilant--controlling the witness
by asking only the tightest, simplest,
most specific and unambiguous factual questions. When the record is
unclear, it is the lawyer's failing, not
the witness', even when the witness
is the President and a Yale-educated
lawyer. Tough witnesses come in all
forms. None should be required to
cut opposing counsel any slack.
Nationwide, attorneys prepare witnesses to testify by telling them not
to volunteer facts or answers to
questions they have not been asked.
In fact, the President was a very
helpful witness and was much more
forthcoming than questions required.
The record also supports his view
that in the Jones deposition he was
misleading, but legally accurate.
The Independent Counsel and
the Republican Congress tried to
hold the President to a different
standard than that to which other
witnesses and defendants in lawsuits
are held. They imposed on him an
affirmative duty to clear up confusion even if it was created by ineffective lawyering on the part of his
adversaries. That's just not how our
adversarial system of justice works.
Blame the lawyers, not the
witness.
PROFESSOR MARIANA J. HOGAN has been

with NYLS since 1992. She teaches Trial
Advocacy at NYLS is an associate professor
of law in the Lawyering Skills Program,

and is the director of the NYL.S Externship
Programs.
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How does Congress define 'perjury?
ROBERT BLECKER

On December 8, 1998, Greg Craig,
a White House Lawyer, told the
House Judiciary Committee that
President Clinton's testimony
about Monica Lewinsky was "evasive, incomplete, misleading, even
maddening, but it was not perjury."
It's a familiar refrain. Since
acknowledging in August that he
did something with Ms. Lewinsky,
Mr. Clinton has based his defense
on the claim that his statements
under oath do not meet the legal
definition of perjury.
The President bases his entire
argument on Bronston v. US, a
1973 ruling by a unanimous
Supreme Court interpreting the
federal perjury statute. His first
rebuttal-issued moments before
the Starr report-devotes pages to
the Bronston opinion: "The

false, misleading and deceptivethe President would have no
defense.
Whether Mr. Clinton's conduct
was impeachable was for Congress
to determine. In a criminal prosecution, however, "legal accuracy"
and literal truth might very well be
a strong enough defense to avoid
conviction.
This standard for truthfulness
under oath corrupts the legal
process. We law professors instruct
our students in how to prepare witnesses to evade and mislead in
depositions, while lawyers selectively insulate themselves from the
facts to avoid knowingly eliciting
perjured testimony.
Now we understand that the
President did lie under oath. This
was not the problem, but, rather,

Supreme Court has made abun-

the determination of whether or

dantly clear that it is not relevant for
perjury purposes whether the witness intends his answer to mislead,
if the answers are truthfully or literally truthful."

not perjury before a grand jury is an
impeachable offense as well as what
standard of truth is used to determine perjury. A more constructive
solution to this crisis might have
fixed the underlying problem.

Without the Supreme Court's
opinion excluding consciously stated half-truths-statements under
oath that are literally true but are
12 In Brief

Some courts have already taken
constructive steps. The state's highest tribunal, The New York Court of

Appeals, rejected
the Bronston
approach to interpreting the state
perjury statute.
Today in New York, "a defense to
perjury may not be established by

isolating a statement from context,
giving it in this manner a meaning
entirely different from that which it
has when the testimony is considered as a whole."
Federal courts, however, are
bound by the Supreme Court's literalist interpretation of the federal
perjury statute. But in October the
Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals rebelled. Affirming a perjury conviction of a crafty deponent, the appeals court held that
Bronston applies only to unresponsive answers that should have alerted the opposing lawyer to press on.
But "where the questions and
answers proceed on a false premise
of which [only] the defendant is
aware, he may not evade the true
intent of the line of questioning by
stacking literally true answers on
top of the false premise."
Under this largely untested view
of Bronston, Mr. Clinton could
have been found guilty. "Because
we believe that the crime of perjury
depends not only upon the clarity
of the questioning itself, but also
upon the knowledge and reason-

able understanding of the testifier
as to what is meant by the questioning," the Sixth Circuit declared,
"we hold that a defendant may be

found guilty of perjury if a jury
could find beyond a reasonable
doubt from the evidence presented
that the defendant knew what the

question meant and gave knowingly untruthful and materially misleading answers in response."
Whatever else it does, Congress
should sweep away this mess by
enacting a law clarifying the meaning of perjury: "A person commits
perjury who intentionally makes a
materially false statement under
oath. A person who gives an answer
not literally false but consciously
calculated to create a materially
false impression when considered
in the context in which it was
given, also commits perjury."
Never again would we have to
endure debates about what the
meaning of "is" is. With this sim-

ple change, Congress would proclaim a new commitment to the
truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth.
PROFESSOR ROBERT BLECKER has been

with NYLS since 1975. He specializes in
criminal law and constitutional history.
He has taught classes including Constitutional History, Supremacy & Nullification,
and Criminal Law & Procedure.
The original version of this article appeared
in the Wall Street Journal on December 9,
1998
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BUILDING

PEACE BY

TEACHING

EDIATION
A New Model of Law and Development
TIMOTHY D. LYTTON

T

hroughout Central America, the
1980s was a decade of civil war.
In Nicaragua, the Sandinista

government battled Contra insurgents. In
El Salvador, army generals waged a bitter
war against leftist rebels. In Guatemala,
the military fought with guerilla forces.
The 1990s brought to the region a series of
peace accords: 1990 in Nicaragua, 1991 in
El Salvador, and 1996 in Guatemala.
While the signing of these agreements
marked an end to the fighting, the
accords themselves merely outlined the measures necessary to
resolve the underlying social con-

flicts that gave rise to civil war in
the first place.

(coxrvvs)
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Moving these Central American
nations from cease fire to an enduring and just peace will take more
than just legal documents. This
transformation will require wide-

three areas of work. First, staff
members offer regular mediation
trainings to UNAN students as well
as to professionals and community
leaders throughout the country.

mediated small claims matters,
family conflicts and nuisance
claims between neighbors.
Members of local electoral councils have mediated election-related

authorities in these two sectors.
Poor relations between these
two sectors were a constant source
of conflict during the Guatemalan
civil war. The majority of

spread acceptance of the rule of
law over the power of arms, and a
willingness to resolve conflict
rather than repress it. Constructing

Second, project mediators offer
free mediation services to the public through the law school clinic
with the help of student mediators.
The project also supports local offcials who use mediation in their
work at local government agencies
and social service organizations.
Third, project staff supports

conflicts between political parties.
Local peasant leaders have resolved
hostage takings in rural areas
unserved by state agencies, where
banditry is widespread. In 1995
Denis Rueda, the Le6n District
Attorney, mediated a tense standoff
between striking teachers, riot

Guatemalans belong to one of the
country's many indigenous groups,
each with its own language and cul-

a constitutional democracy out of
the ruins of a war-tom society
demands new laws, new legal institutions, and a new legal culture. In
countries that are among the poorest in the world, these tasks must be
accomplished with very few
resources.

F

research in conflict resolution by
maintaining a library, supervising
student theses and publishing arti-

police and city officials, helping to
forge a contract agreement which
ended a bitter four-month strike.
In the summer of 1997, the

ollowing my grad uation from law school in
1991, 1 traveled to

Leon, Nicaragua in

ture. In the countryside, when two
parties find themselves in conflict,
they often take their dispute to a
local village council, made up of
older males. It often happened that,
after the council elders passed judgment on the case, one of the parties
would seek a more favorable resolution in the Guatemalan government courts. If the court's ruling
conflicted with that of the village
council, this often led to a standoff between the army, seeking to

enforce the court's decision, and

search of some way to put my
legal education to use in the
process of establishing a just
peace in Nicaragua and to discover how this process might
deepen my own understanding
of law and politics back home in
the United States. After a meet-

behind the council's decision.
Thus, a simple dispute over a
chicken or a bean field could
lead to a village riot or to an army
massacre. The peace accords
called for an end to this kind of

ing with Xiomara Paguaga, dean

authorities. Our project contin-

of the law school at the

ues to seek ways to tum this aspiration into daily practice.

the local people, standing

conflict between village and state

Universidad Nacional
Autonoma de Nicaragua
(UNAN), she and I decided to
begin training local legal and
social service professionals in
simple mediation techniques
commonly practiced in small
claims courts and neighborhood
justice centers in the us. During
the next three years, we trained
over 60 judges, lawyers, police offcers, labor department officials,
social workers, and municipal

We began by limiting the project to two regions in Guatemala:
Quetzaltenango, a mountainous
region with a high degree of
racial and cultural diversity, and
The Guatemalan mediators, San Juan Ostuncalco, outside Quezaltenango.

local culture and institutional

cles in Nicaraguan journals. The
project maintains itself from grants
as well as from fees for some of its
services. We have received grants
from the World Council of
Churches and the US Information
Agency, and have worked under
contract with the Nicaraguan

Mediation in Nicaragua Project
joined with the National Center for
State Courts to design a pilot project promoting alternative dispute
resolution in Guatemala under the
recently signed peace accords.
Made possible by a $380,000 grant
from the US Agency for

structure, creating a more

Supreme Court, the Organization

International Development

Nicaraguan model of mediation.
By 1994, our Proyecto de
Mediacion en Nicaragua established a permanent office in the
UNAN law school clinic, with a full-

of American States and the United
Nations.

(USAID), the Guatemala project has
two principal goals adopted from
the peace accords. It aims to
improve the local administration of
justice in government courts as well
as in local community councils,
and it seeks to create a more cooperative relationship between

employees in mediation, adapting
techniques from the US to suit

time Nicaraguan staff and corps of
student volunteers. Today, the project staff divides its energies among
14 In Brief

ediators trained by
the project have
resolved a wide variety of disputes.
Students in the UNAN clinic have

M

Zacapa, an arid cattle-ranching
area with a more homogeneous
population. From each region, we
selected a local judge, a prosecutor

and three community leaders. We
flew these 10 Guatemalans to Leon,
Nicaragua, for a two-week visit to
train them in mediation techniques
using educational materials developed in Nicaragua. We introduced
them to community officials and
leaders to discuss the application of
mediation in local institutions. We
also took them to former war zones

in the Nicaraguan interior. There,
they discussed with peasant leaders
the use of mediation to resolve conflicts. Finally, during a three-day
retreat, the Guatemalans, with the

«

o

,

.

help of the Nicaraguan Project
staff, designed detailed pilot projects
for Quetzaltenango and Zacapa.
This initial visit to Nicaragua
provided an opportunity for the
Guatemalans to begin working
together as a team despite the racial,
class, and political differences that
put them on opposite sides of many
controversies back in Guatemala.
Ladino judges began working with
indigenous community leaders. It
was significant that the Guatemalans
were put in charge of the project
from the outset, so that they would
design and implement a truly
Guatemalan mediation project with
technical support from the
Nicaraguans and North
Americans. Also, the visit gave the

Ilh)

lawyers and law students from the
New York area to Nicaragua for a
month to teach and conduct
research about conflict resolution in
their particular areas of expertise,
such as constitutional politics,
human rights, and commercial law.
The program will also sponsor a
Nicaraguan delegation to New York
for a month to teach and conduct
research. The program is funded by
a $100,000 grant from the USIA
awarded to NYLS in the fall of 1998.
The involvement of US law
school faculty in foreign development projects is not new. Indeed, it
draws heavily on the knowledge

imported from the US, to local conditions. In addition, our work in

already serving it.
Finally, the law and develop-

Guatemala explores the possibility
of South-South development,
using Nicaraguan technical expertise to support a project designed
and implemented by Guatemalans.

ment movement mistakenly placed
too much emphasis on reforming
the legal profession, to the exclusion
of other professional and communal groups. The ability of legislatures, courts and law enforcement
to promulgate justice and keep
peace depends on broad popular

T

he NYLS-UNAN exchange
is an attempt to foster

South-North alongside

North-South development by encouraging cooperative
research projects and bringing
Nicaraguan experts to the US to
teach about their experiences.
A second mistake of the law and

Guatemalans a chance to see
mediation at work in Nicaragua,
a country more similar to their
own than those of North or
South America.
In the year since the initial
delegation, the Guatemalans
have trained over 100 mediators.
They now operate pilot mediation services in a Quetzaltenango
law school clinic, in several
school houses in villages surrounding Quetzaltenango, in the
Mayor's office in 'Zacapa, and in a
brand new "Centro de Mediacion"
in a small rural town of 100
ranching families 20 miles from
Zacapa. With additional funding,
we will establish two permanent
project offices in Quetzaltenango
and Zacapa with Guatemalan staffs
in order to spread mediation to
other regions within Guatemala.

he most recent initiative
of the Proyecto de
Mediaci6n in Nicaragua
is a three-year exchange
program between New York Law
School and the law school of the
Universidad Nacional Autonoma
de Nicaragua. T'he NYLS-UNAN
Exchange Program for the Study
and Resolution of Conflict in
Nicaragua will send law professors,

T

support, not just the support of
competent lawyers, judges and
police officers. With hired staff and
trained mediators from a variety of
professions and community positions, our project has sought to
make lawyers think more like social
workers, psychologists, clergy, and
community leaders, taking into
account the emotional and communal dimensions of conflict in
seeking to resolve it. Conversely,
we have attempted to make these
latter types of professionals think
more like lawyers, keeping an eye
on procedural fairness and not
merely on outcomes. The legal
profession has much to learn
from and to teach the rest of society, and, in order to do so, lawyers
must work in partnership with
others.
The Proyecto de Mediaci6n
en Nicaragua represents a
renewed attempt to use law to foster development. It seeks, in small
ways, to realize some of the aspirations set out in recent peace

Prof. Lytton leading the first mediation training of the Guatemalan partners.
gained from the failed "law and
development movement" of the
1960s and 70s, which sought to promote progress in developing countries through law reform projects.
One mistake of the law and
development movement was its
ethnocentricity, based on an
assumption that the US legal system
and culture represented a model to
be exported abroad. The Proyecto
de Mediacion en Nicaragua has
sought to avoid this pitfall by hiring
a mostly Nicaraguan staff, by maintaining its primary office in
Nicaragua, and by adapting all of
its mediation techniques, originally

development movement was its
exclusive focus on reforming state
institutions such as courts and legislatures, institutions to which most
people in Central American countries have no access. They take their
disputes to non-governmental institutions such as local village coun-

cils or the church. The Proyecto de
Mediaci6n en Nicaragua has

sought to strengthen both non-governmental organizations as well as
local state institutions. Our mediation work aims to make formal legal
institutions more accessible to the

accords in Nicaragua and
Guatemala. The project is far
from flawless. We are constantly
plagued by the political rivalries,
resource scarcity, and institutional
instabilities that are standard features of life in Central America.
Yet, despite these difficulties, the
project continues its efforts to use
mediation to strengthen the rule of
law and build a new culture of
mutual respect.
PROFESSOR TIMOTHY D. LYTTON joined

the NYLS faculty in 1997. He completed his
JD in 1991 at Yale Law School, then was a
fellow at the Harvard University Program
in Ethics and the Professions and later at
the Hartman Institute for Advanced Jewish

Studies, Jerusalem. I le has published

public while strengthening those

numerous articles on conflict resolution

community institutions that are

and tort law.
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The NYLS Bankruptcy
Assistance Program at
The Legal Aid Society
Yvonne Hudson

They come either in response
to a crisis-an illness, divorce
or job loss-or they come
because they're overwhelmed
by the effects of their own
poor money-management.
But whatever the reason,
these days clients who walk
into The Legal Aid Society's

Consumer Law Unit on
&

Church Street in lower
Manhattan are likely to be
counseled by a NYLS student
working in the New York
Law School/Legal Aid
Society Bankruptcy
Assistance Program. 1>
Second-year students discuss the challenges of bankruptcy counseling (l to r):
Gina Clements, Josh Lubetski, and Angelique Harris.
In Brief 17

The program was created by NYLS
Professor Karen Gross and Morton B.

Prof. Karen Gross
,
commente d , "I snt
it stunning to all of
you that we live in
a world so lacking in
services for people

School through a federal grant.
The combined leadership of an

Dicker, coordinating attorney of the

NYLS faculty member and a Legal

Consumer Law Unit at Legal Aid.

Aid attorney has provided program

After Prof. Gross worked with Mr.

participants with two dedicated role

Dicker, a /+I -year veteran of Legal

models, as well as the benefits of

Aid's front lines, during a sabbatical

their collective professional experi-

( see "Tumbling from the Ivory Tower,"

ence. Prof. Gross and Mr. Dicker

p. 20), she was so inspired that she

share war stories with the students,

offered to help train NYLS students

offer them a humane perspective,

to work with the agency's bankrupt-

and impart a keen knowledge of how

cy clients, which number I ,500 a

the Bankruptcy Code affects per-

year. Mr. Dicker, the only Legal Aid

sonal debtors.

clients, they observe all
phases of the process.
They sit in on Mr. Dicker's
sessions

with

clients,

observe veteran interns,

and finally are ready to
conduct their own coun-

in need?" The

seling sessions. And, Mr.

students' silence
signaled their
agreement.

open for questions, even

Dicker's door is always
during an interview.
"The students learn
that asking questions is

staff lawyer handling bankruptcy

Training for the internship pro-

essential to becoming a

cases, was eager to add NYLS stu-

gram is conducted jointly by Prof.

good lawyer," observes

dents to his volunteer team, consist-

Gross and Mr. Dicker. It begins with

Prof. Gross.

ing of only two assistants and a bevy

a day-long seminar that includes Prof.

of pro bono professionals he recruits.

Gross's overview of Chapter 7 and

spent six weeks at Legal

Since the program began with

I 3 of the Bankruptcy Code and Mr

Aid, the interns agree that

three students in the fall of I 997,

Dicker's

the incredibly complex

second- and third-year students have

forms"a critical format for organiz-

security in America ... real trouble that

been training to interview and coun-

ing clients' personal and financial

could happen to anyone, including

plete are the hardest part of the job.

sel indigent debtors. By spring 1998,

information. Moreover, many partic-

you. It's important to place the num-

During an intense follow-up session,

14 students were involved. During

ipants have taken or are enrolled in

bers and bankruptcy code sections

their lively and thoughtful interaction

introduction

By the time they have

to "the

in a human context. Even Robert

reveals that they are already a cohe-

Morris, one of the signers of the

sive and supportive team,

Declaration of Independence," she
adds, "filed for bankruptcy.'

In training: Kevin Kamdar '00 (l) and Robert Meyers '00.
this academic year, the number of

Prof. Gross's bankruptcy course.

With clients of their own, they
are closely supervised by Mr. Dicker

With the initial training behind

I

forms they help their clients com-

and meet for follow up sessions with

them, the students spend about six

Mr. Dicker and Prof. Gross. They ask

weeks under Mr. Dicker's supervision.

for and receive help and advice, and

At Legal Aid, bankruptcy clients are

they also share their triumphs.

assisted in a three-step process. The

Angelique Harris, a second-year

initial evaluation determines the

student, discovered that her client's

appropriateness of bankruptcy. At a

direct-deposit pension funds were

second meeting, the client presents

being seized for debt repayment.

the necessary documents and information needed to complete the req-

She objected, telling the bank that
such funds are exempt from judg-

uisite bankruptcy forms. During the

ment. Ms. Harris' knowledge of the

final session, under Mr. Dicker's guid-

Bankruptcy Code paid off. She saw

ance and review, the client reads,

the client through the trustee's hear-

reviews and signs forms prior to filing

ing, the final step before he returned

the

to work and a new beginning.

students interested in a position

Prof. Gross is quick to warn stu-

exceeded the 23 available openings.

dents that, "no one event causes

process of filing and completing the

Helena Prigal, NYLS director of

bankruptcy, although one event may

bankruptcy petition to obtain the

student affairs, oversees the logistics

trigger it." She advises students to

discharge of debt usually runs

who invested in a new computer

bankruptcy

petition.

The

One

student describes the

dilemma of a recent college graduate

of the program, including applica-

"listen to the clients' stories. What

smoothly, says Mr. Dicker, if the

then lost his job. "How far am I from

tions, schedules and training dates.

these people have experienced is

paperwork is presented without any

where he's sitting?" the NYLS coun-

In addition to valuable experience,

very real, although not very posi-

discrepancies and if the client has

selor asked his classmates.

work-study students also earn an

tive." She also reminds students that

been truthful.

hourly wage provided by the Law

there is "a remarkable lack of financial
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Before students "solo" with

Another student told of her initial
meeting with a young, single moth-

er. "She had 82 cents to her name;

matter of time until debt collectors

me into the program." He was espe-

one pull herself up by her bootstraps.

she hadn't even eaten that day."

become aggressive and sometimes

cially struck by the diversity of Legal

And, it's so great to be able to take

even threatening.

Prof. Gross commented, "Isn't it

Aid clients and their backgrounds. "If

what you're trained to do to help

stunning to all of you that we live in

For Ms. Feitlin, whose article on

you're an unemployed doctor or

someone else. I never would have

a world so lacking in services for

reaffirmation agreements between

lawyer who must declare bankrupt-

looked at bankruptcy as a specialty

people in need?" The students'

debtors and creditors--from the

cy, The Legal Aid Society is there for

until this experience at Legal Aid

silence signaled their agreement.

debtor's perspective -will be pub-

you," he notes.

opened my eyes."

lished this year in The New York Law

Mr. Weiss knows that his Legal

ebecca Emond, Jaime Feitlin

School Journal of Human Rights,

Aid position enlightened him in a

Program is having a strong impact on

and David Weiss, all members

her experience was more than a

way no classroom experience could

all the student participants. They

of the class of 1999, were

career decision.

have become skilled interviewers

R

The

Bankruptcy

Assistance

among the first students to participate

"This is a great way to come back

match. Unfortunately, "there's only
so much Legal Aid can do for a

in the Program. They agree that their

to reality and the everyday person-

whole city," he observes. Inspired by

learned how important pro bono

the need to address Bankruptcy

work is to the people they help.

and counselors, and they have

Code limitations, Mr. Weiss has been
researching, writing and publishing
an article about outdated aspects of
the law while completing an extern-

back to the individual," says the New

was one of the most challenging expe-

Jersey student. She describes some

Program a model for similar

Helena Prigal. "We hope to expand it

Jersey. Through this independent

to establish a corps of trained stu-

research project, he hopes to bring

dents who can assist in public inter-

more attention to the contemporary

est and public service offices and

needs of today's bankruptcy client.

agencies throughout the city," she

programs at NYLS, according to

states.

Rebecca Emond's experience includ-

For the clients, the program rep-

ed a legal internship with the attor-

resents a chance to start over. Over

ney general's charitable trusts unit in

the years, they have expressed their

her native New Hampshire and vol-

gratitude to Mr. Dicker, some with

unteer work for the Girl Scouts in

artwork that now decorates his

the South Bronx.

office. One drawing of a laundry

"I do have an understanding of

internship at The Legal Aid Society

the Bankruptcy Assistance

ship with Judge Novlayn Winfield
'8l at US Bankruptcy Court in New

Prior to working at Legal Aid,

Members of the Class of 1999 at Legal Aid with Morton Dicker: (l to r)
Rebecca Emond, Jaime Feitlin and David Weiss.

P

lanning is underway to make

clothesline has the caption, "Mr.

what it means to be poor in the city,

Dicker--for a clean wash." Another

she says, but admits she was moved

client drew a picture of the Dickers'

by the intimacy and immediacy of

boat and wished the attorney many

her clients' situations.
"You get to know who these

happy hours there. Mr. Dicker says
the one thing he hopes his student

riences they'd ever had; it also was one

clients as "afraid to open their mail,"

people are and what they've been

assistants will always remember is "to

of the most educational.

"shopaholics," or simply "poverty

through," she explains. "By the time

give a person the benefit of a clean

Jaime Feitlin says she "was

stricken, relying on food stamps and

they get to Legal Aid, they're really

slate"- the fresh start clients obtain

always interested in bankruptcy."

public assistance." Many are single

trying to help themselves."

through the discharge of debt.

When friends ask whether people

mothers struggling to provide for

take advantage of the system, Ms.

their children.

She remembers one client as "a

"This is what it's about," he says,

fighter." A battered mother on work-

looking at the pictures and remembering the clients who endured the

Feitlin responds that, "most of them

"You don't realize what you have

fare, the client was supporting seven

are people who got themselves in a

until you hear what they don't have,"

children without her husband's help.

bad spot."

she states. "For me, this wasn't just

"She didn't have a skill or educa-

She remembers one client whose

a school experience. Where else

tion," says Ms. Emond, "but she was

spouse had died. Within a year, the

does a student take on this kind of

carrying a library book." The student

widow's financial situation grew

responsibility?"

counselor saw this as a sign of

strained, and then out of control. For

David Weiss says the bankruptcy

such clients, it almost always is a

class with Professor Gross "propelled

resourcefulness and optimism.

humbling bankruptcy process and
got on with their lives.
"This is the reward."
is director of
communications and public relations at
NYLS and editor of In Brief.

YVONNE HUDSON

"It's exciting for me to see some-
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P

rior to entering into academia in 1984, most bankruptcy clients with whom
I had worked were medi-

um and large corporations who=were either debtors or creditors in
Chapter 11 (business reorganization) cases. Indeed, I remember
representing only a handful of individuals in the bankruptcy context,
and all of these clients were
celebrities with unique dilemmas. I
loved my work and, at the time, my
experience seemed quite complete.
But, when I started teaching, my
interests turned almost immediately
and inexplicably to individual
debtors within the bankruptcy system. I began to teach, write and
speak regularly about the consumer
bankruptcy system. I became concered with how the bankruptcy
laws did and should protect the
rights of consumers and why the
"fresh start" was so central to
American bankruptcy jurisprudence. I worried about the debtors as
modern clay peons. I started studying
women debtors in the United States.
I conducted empirical research on
how consumer amendments to the
bankruptcy law were impacting on
practice. On all these topics, my
practice experience provided little
guidance, except, perhaps, to serve
as a basis for comparison.
At the time, consumer bankruptey was not a popular topic
among academics. This seemed
odd since the overwhelming majority of bankruptcy cases (over 96%
today) involved individual debtors.
But, the plight of consumer debtors
is what interested me-intellectually
and emotionally. This was anomalous for I had never actually represented such individuals in practice.
To be fair, I was not completely
stuck in my ivory tower; I met and
spoke regularly with practitioners,
trustees and judges. But, the further
along l went, the more I kept hearing (in my own mind) that old student adage: those who can, do;

those who can't, teach.
Over the years, I had been in
frequent contact with two prominent legal aid lawyers: Henry
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Sommer, who was then with Community Legal Services in Philadelphia, and Morton Dicker, who is
head of New York Legal Aid
Society's bankruptcy unit. Since
their work focused exclusively on
consumer debtors, we would chat
about issues of concern, and I would
sound out my new ideas with them.
Over the years, Mort continually
commented on how short-staffed
his office was, and at one juncture,
my research assistant, Wendy
Rosenthal '96, worked with Mort in

and then filing their petitions. I
worked primarily on Chapter 7
cases, although Chapter 3 issues
did arise. I took personal notes as
my work went along. I also tried,
although not as systematically as I
had originally hoped, to keep track
of the women debtors I assisted.
My observations about my Legal
Aid experience fall into three basic
categories. First, in some instances,
my observations confirmed by suspicions, reinforcing--indeed legitimating-my hypotheses. For exam-
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One law professor's
experiences at
Legal Aid
KAREN GROSS
conjunction with a law school seminar. In 1996, as I was preparing for
a research leave to study women
debtors, Mort again lamented his
staffing shortages. He asked if I had
any students who could help him.
In that instant, I told Mort I had
another idea: I would work with
him during my leave. That decision
was one of the best I ever made.
I worked with Mort at Legal Aid
during the winter of 1996 and
again in the late spring of 1997.
During that time, I regularly met
with financially-troubled clients,
counseled them as lo their options,
prepared their bankruptcy filing
papers, and assisted them in signing

ple, I believed that, for the most
part, debtors were not "abusing"
the bankruptcy process and indeed,
needed the requested relief. Reality
confirmed this belief. Only one
debtor in the over 30 debtors I coun-

selled even approached "abuse."
Second, in some instances, my
Legal Aid experience proved I had
been dead to rights wrong! For
example, I thought many individual
debtors, with only exempt assets and
liabilities under $10,000, should
avoid the bankruptcy process altogether and do an "out-of-court"
workout with their creditors. In theory, this sounded right; in practice,
the idea was unworkable. Creditors

were unwilling to participate; in fact,
just reaching someone with whom I
could converse was a Herculean
task. And, in what was one of the
largest ironies, I was asked for written
authority to represent my client in
negotiations. I had structured million dollar deals with the same banks
without their requesting such
authority; it was easier to do an outof-court workout if you owed $50
million as opposed to $500.
Third, I was alerted to issues
about which I had never thought.
For example, I had never focused on
paying the filing fee in installments;
I had never addressed the interplay
between state and federal debt collection laws and bankruptcy; I had
never thought seriously about the
interplay between public housing
benefits and bankruptcy relief.
T'he Legal Aid experience
enriched me in many ways. It energized and humanized my teaching
and provided me (and my students)
with concrete evidence that I could
do that which I taught. Law school
and legal texts tend to strip law of its
emotions; I now try to bring those
emotions back. It propelled my
scholarship in new directions; it
made me an even stronger advocate
for the rights of debtors. It reinforced
that law does not just happen at the
level of theory; it happens to real
people, in real life. My work at Legal
Aid enhanced my credibility with
judges, lawyers, legislators and the
media; my academic perspective was
now corroborated by life experience.
But it is on the personal level
that I have most bene fitted. Working
at Legal Aid reminded me of why I
became a lawyer in the first instance.
It reminded me that what matters is
whether and how law can help
those in need-the clients sitting in
your office, laying their lives bare.
That is a lesson worth remembering.
PROFESSOR KAREN GROSS has been with

NYLS since 1984. Among the classes that
she has taught at NYLS are Bankruptcy,
Bankruptcy Policy, Commercial 'Transactions, Consumer Finance & Collection,
Contracts, and Corporate Reorganization.
Her book, Failure and Forgiveness, won the
Business and Management Award given by
the Association of American Publishers
and has been released in paperback.

NYLS

FACULTY
NEWS
Professor Lenni
Benson recently made several
presentations concerning ethical
issues in immigration practice. She
moderated a panel discussion of
practice-based hypotheticals at the
American Immigration Lawyers'

Association Ethics Conference in
NYC in November. She also presented a paper at the Association for
the Bar of the City of New York on

the ethical concerns created by the
new affidavit of support requirement for most immigrants.

A,djunct Professor ,
Frederic S. Berman'5l,
retired acting State Supreme Court
justice, returned to the top of the
World Trade Center for the sixth
consecutive Valentine's Day to perform a dozen weddings. The ceremonies were broadcast live on the
Fox Network. He was also recently
elected to the board of directors of
the York Research Corporation, a
NASDAQ-listed company.

Professor Robert
Blecker appeared frequently in
the media, discussing issues of
truth, perjury and alternative strategies in the impeachment proceedings. He also discussed prisons and

punishment in several interviews,
including one in the Tennessean
magazine. His television appearances were on CNN's "Burden of
Proof' and "Talk Back Live," "CBS
Evening News" and the BBC. His
article "How Does Congress
Define Perjury?" (which appears
on p. 12) ran in the Wall Street
Journal in December. Another
essay, "The Right Way Out," was
featured in December in the New

York Law Journal.

Professor Michael
Botein spoke on legal issues

Adjunct Professor
B.J. George Jr. published

affecting use of the Internet by

"Gaikokunin kara mita Nihon no
Keijisoshoho"(A Foreigner's View
of Japan's Code of Criminal

minority entrepreneurs at a conference sponsored by the Columbia
Graduate Business School Center
on Tele-Information. West
Publishing Co. has published the

Statutory Supplement to Regulation.
of the Electronic Mass Media to
accompany the 3rd edition of his
casebook on that topic.

/Adjunct Professor

Judith Bresler 74 gave a
lecture at the National Conference
of the Appraisal Institute of
America in New York City. She
addressed the issue of due diligence in determining ownership of
art looted during World War II.

Professor Paul
Dubinsky sate aw he
International Law Committee of
the Bar Association of the City of
New York in October. At the Hague
Conference on Private International
Law in the Netherlands in November,
he discussed the key issues in dispute to draft a multilateral treaty on
the recognition and enforcement of
foreign judgments in civil and commercial matters. He also presented
a paper, "Proposals of the Hague
Conference and their Effect on
Efforts to Enforce International
Human Rights Through Adjudication," to a special commission of
experts at tile conference.

Professor Stephen
Ellmann tea a panel discussion
entitled "Locating Professional
Responsibility in the Curriculum"
at the AALS workshop on professional responsibility in Washington, DC
in October. Additionally, his book,

In a Time of Trouble: Law and
Liberty in South Africa's State of
Emergency, was cited by South
Africa's most senior judges and
General Council of the Bar in submissions to South Africa's Truth
and Reconciliation Commission.

Procedure) in the journal Jurisuto
in January.

Professor Annette
Gordon-Reed was quoted
in numerous articles and made
many media appearances following
the release of DNA findings supporting her research on Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings. Among the
articles was her New York Times opcd, "Why Jefferson Scholars Were
the Last to Know," in November.
Her research also was cited in the

Chronicle of Higher Education,
Chicago Tribune, Philadelphia
Inquirer and The Nation. Prof.
Gordon-Reed was interviewed on
National Public Radio, WBAI Radio,
"Today," PBS's "News Hour with
Jim Lehrer," MSNBC, NBC "Nightly
News" and "Oprah." Prof. GordonReed is currently writing a new forward responding to the DNA findings
for the third printing of her book,
Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings:
An American Controversy. She is also
writing a chapter for a new publication entitled Sally Hemings and
Thomas Jefferson: Memory, History
and Civic Culture. Additionally,
Prof. Gordon-Reed is co-authoring
Vernon Jordan's memoirs.

Professor Karen
Cross's book Failure and
Forgiveness won the Business and
Management Award given by the
Association of American Publishers
and has been released in paperback. She gave presentations at the
7th Annual National Consumer
Rights Litigation Conference in
November and was recently featured in the Gannett Journal News'
article entitled "Women and
Bankruptcy: A History Lesson" and
in a USA Today story, "Dogged by
the Debt Collectors" (see cover
story, p. 16). Throughout the holi-

day season, she also addressed how
toys influence spending habits in
such national and regional print
stories as "Toys Teach Children
About Money" and "My First Visa."

Professor Jeffrey Hass
was quoted in an October issue of
the Wall Street Journal on the near
collapse of the long-term Capital
Hedge fund. Prof. Hass also offered
ideas on the SEC's proposed "aircraft carrier" amendments to the
Securities Act of 1933,

Adjunct Professor
Thomas D. Hughes
addressed the Catholic Lawyer's
Guild of Suffolk County. He
discussed Quill v Vacco and
Washington v Glucksberg, the two
physician-assisted suicide decisions
handed down by the US Supreme
Court last year. He was part of the
team that prepared Attorney
General Dennis Vacco for the oral

argument before the Supreme
Court. He also was on the team that
prepared tile oral argument before
the full bench of the Court. In connection with this case he appeared
on television for CNN, CBS, WBIS,
and the BBC, and on the radio for
WNYC and NPR.

Professor Randolph
N. Jonakait presented an
appellate court appeal to overturn a
client's conviction for possession of
stolen property. This appeal resulted
in a recent reversal by the Second
Department of New York's Appellate Division. The brief in the case
was written by the students in the
Criminal Appellate Clinic last year.

Professor Faith Kahn
was quoted in the Los Angeles
Times' coverage of Mattel's $25 million gift to UCLA I Iospital's new
children's medical center Hospital
in November. She discussed tile significance of that major donation in
terms of corporate philanthrophy.
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Adjunct Professor
Steven L. Kessler's
article, "United States v. Bajakajian:
Forfeiture, Criminal Fines and the
Eighth Amendment," appeared in
the Oct. 1998 issue of Verdict magazine. Additionally, Prof. Kessler was
quoted in "Can Consumers Sue
Health Insurers for Racketeering?"
in the Internet publication
Insurance News Network, Nov. 18.

Professor William
LaPiana was elected to the
American Law Institute.

Professor Arthur
Leonard's chapter, "United
States AIDS Law: Pragmatism &
Politics" was published in Legal

Responses to AIDS in Comparative
Perspective. He participated in several programs during the annual
meeting of the Association of
American Law Schools in New
Orleans. He was quoted in a Detroit
News' nationally syndicated column on the Supreme Court's
refusal to hear a case related to
Cincinnati's 1993 city charter
amendment. When The New York
Times reported the election of
Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin
as Wisconsin's first woman elected
to Congress, Prof. Leonard noted
Ms. Baldwin was the first openly
lesbian candidate to win a
Congressional seat in his
November 6 letter to the editor.
(see Scholars in Brief, p. 8).

Professor Timothy D.
Lytton recently published
"Halberstam v Daniel and the
Uncertain Future of Negligent
Marking Claims Against Firearms
Manufacturers" in Brooklyn Law
Review's Second Circuit Review for
the 1997-98 term.

Professor Denise C.

Morgan

delivered a paper
entitled "Anti-Subordination
Analysis after US v. Virginia:
Evaluating the Constitutionality of

22 In Brief

K-12 Single-Sex Public Schools"
during the University of Chicago
Legal Forum's symposium on sex
discrimination in November.
There she also joined legal
scholars, practicing lawyers and
policy experts who addressed "The
Law of Sex Discrimination." She
also spoke on "Single Sex Education: In the Public Interest?" at
Barnard College's 24th Annual
Scholar and Feminist Symposium.
Additionally, Prof. Morgan spoke
on the racial and political implications of the current approaches to
school finance reform at a NYLS
conference "Financing our Future:
Education Improvements for the
21st Century."

Professor Stephen A
Newman published "Human
Cloning and the Substantive Due
Process Riddle" in the Southern

California Interdisciplinary Law
Journal. Prof. Newman also was a
panelist discussing human cloning
during the NYS Bar Association's
annual meeting in January.

Professor Michael
Perlin was the keynote speaker
at the National Association of
Rights, Protection and Advocacy
conference in Albany, NY, where he
delivered a speech entitled "Annie
Hall Goes to Court: The State of
Legal Advocacy for Persons with
Mental Disabilities." He also served
on a special advisory board that
planned, structured and edited the
book, National Benchbook on

Psychiatric and Psychological
Evidence and Testimony, published
by the American Bar Association's
Commission on Mental and
Physical Disability Law.
Additionally, Prof. Perlin gave
two presentations during a confer-

ence at the University of Miami
School of Law Institute on Law,
Psychiatry and Psychology. He discussed "Representing the Patient in
the Civil Commitment Hearing"
and "Expert Testimony in a Civil
Commitment Hearing."

Professor Rudolph J.

Pentz was quoted in two articles

appearing in Business Week, June
1, 1998. The first article was about
the Justice Department's antitrust
suit against Microsoft; the second
examined new economic theories
informing recent antitrust enforcement policies at the Justice Depart-

ment and Federal Trade Cominission. A recent Congressional
Quarterly Researcher study,

"Antitrust Policy," included numerous excerpts from an interview with
Prof. Peritz and from his book,
Competition Policy in America,
1888-1992.

Professor David
Schoenbrod participated
in a panel discussion on impeachment sponsored by the NYLS
Federalist Society in October. He
was also part of a panel on the
Delegation Doctrine at the national
convention of the Federalist
Society, Washington, DC, in
November. Prof. Schoenbrod wrote
an examination of The Wizard of
Oz as a political parable for the
Nov. 27 Wall Street Journal.

"Globalization of Terrorism:
Some Legal Aspects" during an
International Institute for NonAligned Studies conference. She
appeared on Lifetime TV's "New
Attitudes," discussing workplace
rights in October. She also was
pictured in the November 1998

Vanity Fair in a feature on the
country's 200 most influential
women and was photographed for
a feature "School Girls, Sex and
Censorship," for the March issue
of Penthouse.
Prof. S trossen also served as
master of ceremonies of the
annual Hugh M. Hefner First
Amendment Awards ceremony
held at Freedom Forum's
Newseum in New York City.

Professor Ruti Teitel
spoke on "Transitional Justice," the
topic of her forthcoming book, at a
Columbia University Law School
faculty workshop and a Columbia
Mellon Seminar in October. At
Yale University, Prof. Teitel lec-

tured on "Women, Gender,
Sexuality and Human Rights
Theory and Practice: Social
Constructions in a Global Age." In

December, she discussed "How

Professor Nadine
Strossen delivered two lectures
about censorship in Missoula, MT
(where her book, Defending
Pornography, was prominently displayed in a local bookstore next to
the Starr Report.) She gave the
keynote address for Sarah Lawrence
College's Nov. 16-23 "Sleaze
Week," an annual series of programs on the First Amendment,
feminism and erotic expression
inspired by a lecture Prof. Strossen
gave there in 1996. She also gave
many talks and interviews about the
First Amendment and censorship
during "Banned Books Week."
Prof. Strossen, who is national president of the ACLU, was the keynote
speaker at the annual membership
meeting of the ACLU of South
Carolina. In November she spoke
in New Delhi, India, on

Empirical Should Constitutional
Law Be?" at a constitutional theory
workshop at Georgetown University
Law School.
In December, Prof. Teitel was a
panelist at the 50th Anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. She discussed
"What Is a Human Right?
Universals and the Challenge of
Cultural Relativism."

Facuity Activities is a representative
round-up of NYLS professors' activities through February 1999,
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PROF1LES
AN ADVOCATE FOR WOMEN'S HEALTH

Sybil Shainwald "76
explains how her
'60s activism
transformed her from

the teacher she was
to the lawyer
she was to become.
"I was always going to the ACLU
[American Civil Liberties Union]
for help...and I really wanted to be
a lawyer," she says.
A workshop she attended at
Barnard College at the time did not
even mention the law as a career
option for women.
"Here were all these well-educated, privileged women being told
they could be a social worker or a
librarian. Well, I thought, that's
that," recalls Ms. Shainwald.
And that was that-until her
daughter came home from school
announcing that her teacher-her
woman teacher-was going to law
school at night. When Ms. Shainwald found out the teacher was
going to New York Law School, she
immediately applied. She was one
of about 12 women in an entering
class of 150 students.
She was awarded a grant from
the National Endowment for the
Humanities to establish an archive
at Consumer Union; at the same
time, she was admitted to NYLS,

went to classes four nights a week
and studied every weekend.
"New York Law School was
wonderful in that it gave me an
excellent start," the attorney says.
In the 20-plus years since her
commencement, Sybil Shainwald's
name has been closely associated
with the women's health movement, both as an advocate and a
litigator. Among her many hallmark cases have been the DES suit
brought by daughters of women
who were prescribed the drug and
the suit against Dow Corning and
other manufacturers of silicone
breast implants. These groundbreaking cases have contributed
to the law of toxic tort litigation in
general and to those involving
women's health issues in particular.
Ms. Shainwald seems to have
radar regarding health issues. For
instance, when many were advocating Norplant, the contraception
implant, as a liberating force for
women, she was insisting that it was
a significant health risk.

"Look," she explains, "from the
beginning, this was social policy,
not sexual freedom. And when
women in Bangladesh and Haiti
are coerced to use a drug, you know
something's going on. When you
apply technology to a woman's
body, you have to look at how it
affects every aspect of her healththat's my rule of thumb."
Looking ahead, Ms. Shainwald
expects to continue both her practice and her focus. She has served
as chair of the Natural Women's
Health Network and is active with

Health Action International and
with other women's health groups.
Her newest project is the Women's
Health Foundation, which she
established. Its primary goal is to
support grassroots projects.
Sybil Shainwald believes that
women add creativity and idealism
to the practice of law and hopes to
see more young graduates develop
strong networks and become
involved in feminism and women's
issues. It is only in that way, she
believes, that women will become
"rainmakers, not drizzlers."
When asked what other goals
she may have, Ms. Shainwald
answers instantly.
"I'd like corporate America to
conduct itself in such an up-

standing way that they put me out
of business," she says. "That would
be a real success."
-DIANA LEO
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PROFILES
DEM'STIFV'ING THE LAW/ FOR

NEW VORKERS

For as long as he
can remember,
being a lawyer

(NRDC), where he met

Sandler reorganized the 8,000 per-

David Schoenbrod who

son department, redirected its 500
million dollar annual budget and
initiated a program of bridge repair
and maintenance that's still in place.
In 1993, the NY1.s faculty and
administration was exploring the
creation of specialized "centers."
Prof. David Schoenbrod was authorized to invite his old friend Ross

would precede him to
NYLS. The two of them
headed NRDC's Urban
Environmental Unit in
1977, where they won a
pivotal Clean Air Act case
in a motion before
Supreme Court Justice
Thurgood Marshall, sitting as the circuit justice.
One of the results of
New York City's mid1970' s fiscal crisis was
deferred maintenance of
the city's mass transportation systems. As Sandler recalls,
"The subways were a mess. Graffiti
was everywhere, doors often didn't
work. Track fires occurred because
the city couldn't afford to keep the
tracks clear of refuse. Lack of maintenance caused many trains to be
taken out of service."
In response, Mayor Koch in
1981 created the office of Special
Advisor to the Mayor and asked
Prof. Sandler to fill this critical post.
It was this impetus from city government, plus Governor Carey's appointment of Richard Ravitch as chairman of the Mass Transit Authority,
that began the turnaround of the

and working with
government were
the only things
Professor Ross
Sandler wanted
todo.
After attending Dartmouth on a
scholarship where he majored in
government, he went on to New
York University Law School on a
Root Tilden Fellowship which
emphasized public service. An initial stint at Cahill Cordon, followed
by four years as an assistant US
attorney in Manhattan, initiated
his diverse career.
During the early 1970s, Prof.
Sandler, as chief appellate attorney
and chief of the Environmental
Enforcement Unit, was on the cutting edge of environmental law.
"There were few environmental
statutes in those days, "he remembers. "We used the Refuse Act of
1898 to indict or sue polluters along
the Hudson River." The success of
the prosecutions in New York and
elsewhere led to the passage of the
Clean Water Act in 1972.
In 1975 Prof. Sandler became a
senior staff attorney at the Natural
Resources Defense Council
24 In Brief

city's mass transit system.
When he next returned to city
government, it was in response to
another crisis. A scandal at
Transportation's Parking Violations
Bureau led to firings, resignations,

and even the suicide of the Queens
Borough President. As the new commissioner of Transportation, Prof.

Sandler to present a concept. Then
a partner at Jones Day Reavis &
Pough, his response was characteristic: what greater need.. .what better
service.. .than a center specializing
in city government?
The faculty agreed and in 1993
Sandler was appointed professor of
law and director of the Center for
New York City Law at NYLs. 'Today,
through its journal City Law and the
immensely popular breakfast series,
the Center is pivotal in explicating
city policy and procedure.
Prof. Sandler speaks thoughtfully,
but with passion, about the Center's
future. Plans are underway to catalog
the Center's impressive collection of
research and historical documents,
to load more public information on
the Center's website (www.citylaw.org),
and to host more public meetings.
Prof. Sandler's goal is that the
Center help make city government
more transparent to all its citizens.
"With the Center, New York
Law School has taken the lead in
state and local government," Prof.
Sandler says proudly. "This will
have increasing importance for our
students and graduates and for the
city generally."
DIANA LEO
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Recent alumni receptions
The New Jersey Alumni reception was held on Nov. 19 at the
Chanticleer Restaurant in Short
Hills, NJ. Over 30 alumni/ae
met and shared old times and
heard about the exciting things
that are happening at the
School. Professor Stephen J.

Ellman spoke on "Truth and
Consequences," a chapter he
wrote for a textbook. He focused
on whether and how lawyers
should seek the truth from their
clients. Basil O'Connor '75,
past president of the Alumni
Association, served as emcee for
the evening.
The Long Island event is as
popular as ever, thanks to the
support of Anthony Capetola
'70 (below, r) who hosted the
October reception at his beautiful restaurant, Carl tun on the
Park, located in Eisenhower
Park. Anthony's daughter,
Michele Capetola (below, c) is
a student in the class of '00,
Over 65 alumni/ae were in
attendance to meet Dean Harry
I-I. Wellington (below, I) and

News of the
New York Law School
Alumni Association

other friends of the School and
to enjoy spectacular food and
great company. The strong
alumni/ae group in Long Island
is led by Lawrence Silverman
'77, vice- president of the
Alumni Association.

California here we come!
A fun time was had by all who
attended the Peninsula Hotel
for a cocktail reception in
January. Professor Michael
Perlin flew to California with
Associate Dean Barbara I.
Leshinsky and Director of
Alumni Affairs Laurie Dorf.
Among the interesting guests
were "the three Peters," all of
whom have Disney Company
connections. Peter Steinman
'75 is the vice-president of procurement, general counsel in

Disney's Imagineering department; Peter Steckelman '93
recently moved from Disney to

From r to l: Barbara Leshinsky, associate dean of institutional advancement,

Arthur J. Chatroo '79, Arlene Moscowitz '62 and her husband Dr. Joel
Moscowitz, John Pifer and his wife Stacy Olliphant '76, Professor Michael

Perlin, the hosts' neighbor, and Dan O. Henry 77. Oh-- and of course, the
family dog!

Alumni Association update

In November, the nominating
committee of the Alumni
Association met to nominate
new officers and board members. The committee nominated
David Shipper '82 for president
and Edward Held '66 for vicepresident. Other nominated
directors included Karen

David Shipper'82, the new Alumni

Saban Entertainment; and
Peter Dicecco '94 who works in

Robertson '96 and William

Genic '92. The nominees were

Association president, with outgoing
Alumni Association President Martin

the Disney company law library.
A second gathering on the
La Jolla bluffs in San Diego was
a lovely way to
meet and talk with
area graduates.

unanimously elected and were
sworn in at the annual Alumni
Association meeting on Dec. 9.

the holiday season, rekindle old
relationships and network with

Stacy Olliphant
'76 hosted an elegant brunch in
her magnificent
ocean view home
for an intimate
group of NYLS
alumni/ae.

Danoff '60

other graduates.

Sunny holiday party
A crisp December evening was
warmed by Tex-Mex fare, hot
cornbread and conversation
with old friends at the Annual
Holiday Party held at Tapika.
Dean Wellington and Alumni
President Martin Danoff '60
welcomed more than 150 alumni/ae who gathered to bring in

Minority reception reunites
alumni/ae
More than 50 alumni/ae gathered in the Ernst Stiefel
Reading Room for an evening of
wine, cheese and good conversation at the minority reception.
Luis Diaz '95 welcomed fellow
alumni/ae and introduced
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Deborah Howard, director of
career services. She told the
group how proud the School
was of their achievements and
urged them to continue their
relationship with NYLS. Dean
Wellington introduced Prof.
Denise Morgan who reflected
on her experiences as a faculty
member and her hope to see former students return to NYLS to
share their own success stories.

A striking evening event
Reminiscent of the early SO's,
yet equipped with all the
niceties that modern technology
affords, the Bowlmor Lanes
served as the ideal after-work
spot for NYLS's Znd annual
alumni bowling party in
February. More than 30 alumni/ae spared the time to bowl a
few frames, cheer each other on

Volunteer!
The Alumni Office is seeking
volunteers for the Spring
phonathon during the
weeks of April 5th and
12th. Phonathons are a
great way to get involved
in the school and help
raise money for scholarships. It's also a great way
to say hello to your former classmates and share
your thoughts with them.
The Office is also asking alumni/ae to help
with the June 3rd
Reunions. T'he celebration will be held for the classes
of 4's and 9's. If you'd like to
pitch in, e-mail the Alumni

Office at alumni@nyls.edu or
call 212-431-2800.

Phonathon update
This past November the Office
of Development and Public
Affairs conducted its annual
fall phonathon. More than
$19,000 was raised, all of

l/" ) which supports student schol-

arships.
Thank you to everyone who
participated, including 10
Alumni Association Board

and coax bowling balls away
from the gutter. The party is
now one of the Alumni
Association's newest-and most
popular-networking events.

members, 11 first- and secondyear student callers, and to all
those who made contributions.
Look for results of our spring
phonathon in the fall issue of In
Brief.

/
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Luncheon highlights
achievement, volunteers
"What counts is not winning," said

¢

Peter Vallone, speaker of the New
York City Council, "but how you
treat your fellow human beings."
Mr. Vallone (second from top) was
speaking at the Annual Alumni Luncheon at The Plaza Hotel. Also honored ( counter clockwise) were: Scott Pashman '00, who received the
Justice William Kapelman Award for Best Oralisl: in the annual Charles
W. Froessel '13 Moot Court Competition from new Alumni Association
President David Shipper '82; Congressman Benjamin Gilman '50 (r,
with wife Georgia and the Hon. Seymour Fier '52, /), who received the
Judge Charles W. Froessel Award; and Carol Kriesberg '74, recognized
for her work on the Alumni Association's PLEA program, presented by
Larry Silverman '77, luncheon chairman and association vice president.
The luncheon concluded with the annual raffle drawing. Martin
Danoff '60, outgoing Association president, won first prize of a stay at
the Carnegie Castle in Scotland.

~

Did you meet your spouse or partner at NYLS?
Does your family tree include other NYLS Alumni/ae?
In Brief is looking for the family ties that connect NYLS
alumni and alumnae. E-mail inbrief@nyls.edu or write to I

Brief,NY1s,57Worth St., NewYork,NY10013withyour

Scomectionstoshare yourstorywithallots.

26 In Brief

[£

@lp

Lost Alumni/ae:
where are you?
We are looking for lost
alumni/ae. If you
know anyone on this
list, please help us contact them. Call the
alumni office at (212)
431-2800 or e-mail us
at alumni@nyls.edu.

Class of 1985
Antaky, Donald E.
Baldwin, Joanne G.
Blair, Norman
Borowsky, Deborah A.

Carlson, Mary S.
Carpenter, Cynthia J.
Caruso, Richard D.
Castro, Ingrid Z.
Corcoran, Anne E.
Courten, Dorothy A.
Edgar, Karl F.
Friend, Sheara F.
Green, Jonathan W.
Hicks, Eleanor J.
Jensen, Scott L.
Jones, Sinclair C.
Karas, Marianne
Kass, Susan B.
O'Leary, Sharon A.
Paparian, Rene L.
Pereira, Steven M.
Projansky, David M.
Saal, Frederick N.
Schultz, Lisa C.
Spinelli, Lou
Walker, Barbara A.
Wright, Charles E.

Class of 1986
Anderson, Randi L.
Brickley, Diane E.
Bryant, David D.
Cooney, Noreen A.
Cruz, Margarita
David, Rena M.
Dunn, George R.
Friedman, Judi E.
Greenberg, Debbie L.
Jacobs, Daniel M.
Knight, Natalie
Lalim, Gregory A.
Lee, Lilia C.
Liu, Carolyn K.
Love, Lewis E.
Mahoney, Kathleen M.
Margolies, Alberto J.
Mason, Evelyn I.
McCann, Meri K.
Savage, Mark
Savatteri, Barbara A.
Senko, Cynthia G.
Serpe, Gino D.
Solivan, Judith A.
Teason, Brian R

Class of 1987
Alegria, Joseph J.

Bembi, Bruno J.
Bergemann, Doris A.
Birnbaum, Robert A.
Castillo, Lourdes
Cohen, Donna R.
Dworman, 'Todd J.
Friedman, Jonathan
Gallucci, Kim A.
Jacoby, Ross V.
Jarvis, Louise S.
Kimbrough, Brian C.
Klein, Daniel J.
Koenig, James L.
Lesser, Jeffrey A.
Mandia, Thomas C.
Martin,B. D.
Neglia, Samuel
Ratliff, James R.

Schruhl, Corinne D.
Shepard, Stephen
Sica, Thomas A.
Turkel, Leonard J.
Valvo, Louis E.
Venuti, Renee M.
Vergaretti, Cecelia
Yanover, Tina A.

Class of 1988
Aronson, Paul
Bartlett, Randall D.
Battaglia, Christopher J.
Biedka, Paul

Boccanfuso, Anthony D.
Bogushevsky, Yuri N.
Carroll, Catherine A.
Castillo, Angelo
Costigan, Susan E.
Croly, Scott W.
Dellaportas, Afrodite N.

Dennison, Mark S.
Diorio, Anthony
Dunn, William J.
Edelson, Gary L.
Hensley, Elizabeth A.
Honschke, Neil D.
Johnson, Angela M.
Kanfer, Martin R.
Marucci, Anthony N.
McEvoy, Peter J.
Meirsohn, Rita
Murphy, Laura M.
Nurieli, Eddie
Rathgeb, Thomas M.
Rigg, Trevor M.
Rosen, Richard M.
Rosner, Ellen B.
Ross, Kathleen A.
Salter, Maureen A.
Slater, Claudia L.
Stevens, Matthew K.
Traynor, James G.
Umemori, Moira E.
Voell, Gregory J.
Welch, James P.
Wishnoff, Flory G.

Docbbler, Curtis F.
Earl, Douglas
Ellis, Richard M.

Fugger, Hunter B.
Fury, Maria L.
Golesorkhi, Maani
Holmes, Bruce M.
Hopper, Adrianne
Hurley, Steven P.
Kaminetzky, Deborah E.
Kammerer, Christopher W.
Kotler-Fisher, Jill L.
Mincer, Nadine T
Nicastro, Samantha M.
Robertson, Sharon J.
Ryan, Paul J.
Silverstein, Jeffrey B.
Veloudios, Stacy
Wingate, Jill S.
Wolfson, Diane S.
Zubli, Ilene J.

Esparza, Mark S.
Felix, Kevin A.
Flaherty, Aaron P.
Franco, Bradley C.
Franklin, Galin E.
Gess, Richard B.
Gewirtz, Daniel S.
Goldstein, Ivy M.
Hallerman, Elisa W.
Hollands, Kristopher A.
Huebner, Christine A.
Ibsen, Joan M.
Karlen, Josh
Kegerize, Joan S.
Mavis, Thomas C.
McCoy, Kevin C.
Moses, I. B.
Oringer-Slutsky, Elyssa J.
Pearson, Michele M.

Ross, Richard M.

Class of 1992

Porter, Jonathan D.,

Scholz, Heidi K.
Stauber, Debra
Whelan, Timothy P.

Altieri, Kristin M.
Amodeo, Mary A.
Banar, Elaine D.
Barcley, Catherine I.
Breslo, John C.
Buchanan, Alison A.
Bun is, Henry J.
Buzasi, Andrea H.
Cacavio, Adrienne
Cauldwell, Patricia A.
Cavolina, Ellen
Cimakosky, Dena L.
Cohen, Lorraine D.
Cresci, Peter J.
Giambalvo, Rosanne E.
Grossman, Mark J.
Guararra, Mary E.
Kujawski, Peter T.
Langer, Susan D.
Levy, Marci R.

Pressman, Cindy L.
Reiss, Jonathan
Robb, Debra L.
Sadowsky, Howard G.
Scott-Morgan, Flavia A.
Sehdev, Nalini
Slate, Jeffrey J.
Spicer, Yolanda G.
Stern, Douglas K.
Terris, N.J,
Topouzis, Theodore A.
Vasquez, Martin S.
Williams, Amy J.

Fancy, Hassan A.

Farber, Luke
Forcino, Michael P.
Gilson, James A.
lngoglia, Benjamin B.
Kricker, Karen N.
Levenson, Linda S.
Loew, Diane L.
Mc Guinness, Sean W.
Monroe, Eve E.
Montana, Denise M.
Moran, Janet E.
Paul, Andrew J.
Peterson, Deane H,
Phillips, Frances
Rinaldi, Gina A.

Class of 1990
Alfieri, Faith E.
Braverman, Michael I.
Capezzuto, James A.
Ceci, Barbara A.
Cole, Gregory A.
Croman, Charlotte
Dlugacz, Henry
Duffy, Dathi
Farmer, Donna K.
Felder, Geoffrey J.
Fiore, Susan G.
Fischer, Donna R.
Friedman, Barry W.
Golden, Denise
Hanyon, Joseph P.
Horowitz, Jessica I.
Hughes, Edward J.
Jarrett, Dale A.
Leon, Marc I-I.
Lutz, Thomas P.
MacKenzie, Michael A.
Macri, Mia M.
Marano, Carolyn J.
Margolin, Daren K.
McDonald, Hugh M.
McDonald, Oscar S.
McGahren, John
McGuigan,Jr, George
McKinley, Bridget B.
Nichols, Patricia A.
Ramsey, Laura

Rems, Ricky E.
Rothberg, Mark A.
Rubinstein, Jody S.
Ryan, Aileen A.
Simon, Roberta J.
Singer, 0. S.
Slaney, Paul
Suarez, Bartola V,
Varriale, Lisa A.
Zafiris, Theodore S.

Class of 1989
Barr, Jessie J.
Brenner, Stephen G.
Cannilla, Jerry A.
Codd, John M.
Corbitt, Sandra G.
Curry, Christina E.
Dichiara, Lucia

Class of 1991
Aycock, Anne F.
Benstock, John
Cohen, Laura L.
Cooney, Dennis F.
Field, Christopher J.
Frankel, Lisa N.

Lopez-Martinez, Elizabeth

Lynch, John G.
Macedonio, Robert A.
Mafale, Elizabeth A.
Meltzer, Allan S.
Mendiola, Elia R.
Murphy, John T.
Papamichael, Bayne D.
Rothman, Valerie A.
Schwartz, Sheryl L.
Shure, Lydia
Skinner, Colleen M.
Slippen, Jeffrey N.
Solar, Kim M.
Spejenkowski, Joseph A.
Susskind, Rachael B.
Thomas, William A.
Tierney, Terrence M.
Tomaselli, Caterina
Toolan, David M.
Tutrone, Maris C.
Vassilakis, Irene

Von Ohlen, Richard J.
Weiss, Deborah

Class of 1994
Badwal, Rupinderjit S.
Batista, Jorge A.
Bender, Eric J.
Berman, Steven J.
Buda, Melissa J.
Bursky, Alicia S.
Colatrella, Laura M.
Daly, John E.
Delgado, Glenn
Drumm, William H.
Duseau, Deborah A.
Fox, Stephanie J.
Gallagher, John M.
Goldman, David B.
Hope, Christina W.
Joseph, Alan M.
Kannel, Robin J.
Loew, Beverly E.
Narotsky, Lori B.
Roberts, Stuart K.
Sermier, George E.
Shelton, Karen E.
Skobac, Marc J.
Stillman, Phillip S.
Stone, T. H
Tarzia, Dale
Trammell, Regina R.
Wong, James L.

Class of 1995
Class of 1993
Albanese, Alesia J.
Ball, Christopher J.
Berlin, Deborah H.
Bowman, Guy M.
Caffaro, Laura L.
Carner, Melissa A.
Casulli, Laura L.
Czelusniak, Anne M.

Angstreich, William T.
Baudin, Richard
Buckley, Thomas E.
Colistra, Brian W,
Craner, Andrew
Farquharson, Junior W.
Foust, Michelle A.
Fuder, Lisa A.
Herrera, Jennifer D.

Howley, Francis X.
Levy, Dannielle H.
Manners, Karla A.
Nourizadeh, Karen M.
Regan, Eileen M.
Rogers, Richard J.
Rosen, Matthew J.
Salan, Evan J.
Seward, Alexandra
Suzuki, Kiyoko
Tomczak, Christine M.
Weinstein, Edward R.
Weinstein, Seth I.

Class of 1996
Alvy, Rachel
Candreva, Jeremiah H.
Chin, Lisa J.
Cohen, Harry
Garson, Heather
Gasink, Kellie K.
lznaga, Catherine
Jin, Laura
Perrow, Langhorne S.
Rivin, Julia
Sprague, Valerie N.
Toussaint, Sharon
Weinman, Jeffrey
Class of 1997
Bainbridge, Julie
Barrett, Richard
Berger, Joshua

Ciprian, Muriel
Deutsch, David
Gallagher, Shannon P.
Goryachkin, Dmitri Y.
Harick, Thomas J.
I-lolmes,Ann V.
Kuffner, Catherine R.
Mayoras, Stacie J.
McNulty, David J.
Meiri, Elana
Murcia, Alma J.
Nallia-Tone, Mark
Ryan, Andrew W.
Slattery, Michael
Sugiyama, Kelly J.
White, James P.
Witz, Thomas M.

Class of 1998
Alexander, Hansen
Cervini, Joseph
Clark, Jennifer E.
Esquenazi, Craig S.
Hong, Sharon M.
Kochel, Eric
Lago, Michael R.
Leary, Patrick W.
Lee, Nichole E
Lin, Weirong
Magnuson, Leah M.
Miller, Julian
Newberger, Shari E.
Park, Seoung-I-Iee
Post, Lisa M.
Schrader, Brian E.
Singh, Simrata
Tingus, Peter
Wei, James E.
Wigren, Leah R.
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Dean's Day '98 draws alums

back to School
"Public Relations, the Media,
the Law and You" was the focus
of Dean's Day '98. The
November 7 event provided
alumni, faculty and staff a
unique opportunity to discuss
the not-so-gentle art of persua-

sion, learn techniques of the
spinmeisters and examine the
effects of practicing law in this
age of diverse communication
forms and immediate access to
information.

Mary Beth Kissane '96 (top
row, r), senior managing director, Hill & Knowlton, and Avi
Mund, head of information
technology, Communications
Media Center, led "Strategies of
Making PR and the Media Work
for You." Their multi-media
workshop focused on how and
when lawyers and firms may
integrate traditional marketing
materials, PR strategy and electronic media to build their practices and images. Another workshop investigated the ethical

KNOWS...
Y CLOSE SOME
5 FOR A CHANGE!II!

N OFFICES OF

•

and professional dimensions of
lawyer advertising and client
solicitation and how print and
the visual media can be used in
litigation both inside the courtroom and in the court of public
opinion. Prof. Lenni Benson,
facilitator, led a lively workshop,
"Law Firm Advertising and

Client Solicitation," featuring
Prof. Quintin Johnstone and
attorney Rosalie Osias (top row,
c), who uses controversial advertising to promote her Long
Island firm. The third workshop,

"Practicing Law in the Age
of Mass Media," was led by
Prof. Richard K. Sherwin
and Deborah Lilienthal '98,
account supervisor, GCI Group.
The two explored how print and
visual mass media are used in
litigationand to sway public
opinion.
Dean Harry H. Wellington
and Associate Dean Barbara I.
Leshinsky welcomed all to
lunch, where Lewis M. Steel
'63 (top row, l) discussed some
of his most famous cases including the release of the "Harlem
Four" and the decade-long
battle to reverse the convictions
of Rubin "Hurricane" Carter
and John Artis. After lunch,
a faculty book signing featured
Professors Judith Bresler,
Annette Gordon-Reed, Karen
Gross and Peter Schuck. The
day concluded with a spirited
discussion on "Trying a Case in

the Media" moderated by
Professor Sydney M. Cone, III.
Distinguished panelists who
joined Prof. Cone (bottom
photo, second from l) were (l-r)
James Goodale, former vice
chairman, The New York Times
Company; John MacArthur,
president and publisher, Harper's,
and Andrew Weissmann, assistant US Attorney and deputy
chief, Criminal Division, US
Eastern District of NY, and

David Margolick, contributing
editor, Vanity Fair (not shown).
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ACTION
Morton Marshak has complet-

1950

Offshore Trusts" at the American
Society of Women Accountants
annual convention in St. Petersburg.

ed his 31st year of legal practice in

Judge Bruce M. Wright was profiled

Monroe, NY. A Monroe town jus-

in a New York Times article entitled
"Public Lives: From Published

tice, he serves as vice chairman for
the New York State Bridge

Judge to a Published Poet."

Authority, having been appointed
by Governor George Pataki in

Paul Korman joined the fir Van
Ness Feldman in Washington, DC.

1976

March, 1997, and subsequently

1957

confirmed by the state senate.

Guy R. Vitacco, Sr. was appointed
a delegate to the NY State Bar
Association House of Delegates.
Mr. Vitacco is the only Queensbased attorney to serve in the City
Bar delegation.

Thomas C. Williams, Jr.
retired in January as administrative
law judge for the Social Security
Administration.

1973
Alan S. 'Zwiebel's firm, 'Zwiebel,
Brody, Gold & Fairbanks PC, has

1966
Arthur B. Cohn married Victoria
Grace Romaine on September 7,
1998.
Hon. Anthony J. Cutrona was

opened a second office specializing in
personal injury litigation in Albany, NY.

Walter Capell '73 has joined
Davidson, Fink, Cook, Kelly
& Galbraith LLP as a partner.
The Rochester, NY firm spe-

cializes in corporate, banking,
real estate, plaintiffs personal
injury, matrimonial and civil
litigation law.

elected justice of the Supreme
Court, Kings and Richmond

Donald M. Goldberg has joined

Counties.

the Madison Financial Group,
DONALD GRODY: Actor, Lawyer, Actor

It's been two years since Donald
Grody '59 returned to the Broadway stage
after "a very long intermission." Back in
the 1950's Mr. Grody was doing well as an
actor, but wanted to do better for his two
children. "One day, I thought, 'What's a
nice Jewish kid from the Bronx doing in a
business like this?" He entered New York
Law School, studying during the clay and performing at night.
When he was preparing to take his bar exam, out of kindness he was
fired from Bells Are Ringing so he could collect unemployment.
Mr. Grody enjoyed a long career as a labor lawyer and labor arbitrator. He negotiated contracts for Actors Equity Association and
served as an assistant to the executive director of the National
Football League Players Association. He was drawn back to the
theater while writing a play about a black American actor of the
19th century and eased back into acting, playing Lord Escalus in
Measure for Measure and Arvicle Abernathy in Guys and Dolls.
Recently, Mr. Grody played Pop in Gypsy with Betty Buckley at the
Paper Mill Playhouse, NJ, and the butler in the Broadway hit musical Jekyll and Hyde.

office in Manhattan with an emphasis on trusts, estates, real estate and
taxation law.

1977
Loren Baily-Schiffman was elected

Morristown, NJ. Mr. Goldberg is a
financial planner specializing in
state and retirement law. He recent-

1974

Edward J. Mullen, formerly a partner
at Pranzo & Mullen, has opened an

ly completed his term as president
of the Greater Newark Chapter of
Chartered Life Underwriters and
Chartered Financial Consultants.
Richard Stavin was elected to a
second term as president of The
Executives, a support group for
Jewish housing for the aging, and

judge of the civil court. Shortly
thereafter, she married Harry

Schiffman, a community development consultant. The couple lives
in Prospect Park South, Brooklyn,
with their three children.

Gerry E. Feinberg is a member
of the Board of Directors of the
Guidance Center, a nonprofit
organization that provides mental
health services in lower Westchester.

Los Angeles Chapter of the
American Cancer Society.
Carl Wisotsky has opened a

Martin Silberman and Arthur
Rhine '78 founded the NYC firm
Silberman & Rhine, focusing on

sole practice specializing in personal injury litigation in Queens, NY.

civil rights and employment law.
Elliot Taub has expanded his

1975

NYC practice, Taub & Marder, to
include workers' compensation law

and personal injury suits.

Benjamin DeCosta has left his
position as manager of the NY and

NJ Port Authority and presiding

1979
Gary S. Graifrnan, a partner at
Kantrowitz & Goldhamer in

manager of the Newark International Airport to become general
manager at the second-busiest airport in the world, Hartsfield-Atlanta
International Airport in Georgia.
Patricia Donlevy-Rosen of the
firm Donlevy-Rosen & Rosen,

has become a named partner in
what is now Kantrowitz, Goldhamer
& Graifman, announced Paul
Goldhamer '74.

Coral Gables, FL, recently spoke on
"Asset Protection Planning with

been named principal in Fish &

Chestnut Ridge, NY for nine years,

Denis G. Maloney has
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Richardson's Boston law office.

Neldra M. Zeigler was promot-

s

s

A

Condominium Property Tax

ed to deputy commissioner of the

1998 issue of

Equal Employment Opportunity

also was profiled in The Manhattan
Report and was quoted in an article

Commission of the NY Police
Department.

1980

Andrew J. Franklin is senior con-

He

by a citizen's initiative to build and

in the July/August issue of the

operate a 40- mile monorail system.
Paul Gruber is a board member

Cooperator. Further, Mr. Weiss

of Borah Goldstein, Altschuler &

spoke at the 18th annual Cooperative

Schwartz PC, NY where he special-

Housing Conference held by the

izes in real estate appellate litigation.
Linda Goldman and David Katz

Council of NY Cooperatives.

LTD in Nairobi, Africa.

birth of their daughter, Sabrina Jade

1983
Mitchell H. Levitin practices matrimonial and civil litigation law in
Carle Place, NY.

Richard C. Giles was appointed
general counsel of Uni Capital
Corp. in the leasing division.

1984
Thomas A. Carr, a partner at
Barrett, Gilman & Ziker in Seattle,

Mary Dempsey, vice president and
Inc., spoke on the construction
industry and public law at an
Advanced Project Delivery System

authored " The Perils of Subletting,"
published in Equity News. His piece,
"Building Maintenance and
Repairs: Whose Responsibilities
Are They?" appeared in the

Cooperator.
Eric S. Weiss was appointed to
a three-year term as chairman of
the Committee on Condemnation
and Tax Certiorari of the NYC Bar
Association. Additionally, Mr.
Weiss's article, "Cooperative and
30 In Brief

NY, specializes in bankruptcy and

1988

Andrew A. Fraser has become a

Robyn have five sons.

partner in the NJ firm Laddey,
Clark & Ryan.

Ross F. Moskowitz has joined
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan in NYC.
Steven E. Presberg was elected
senior policy analyst for the Los

Norine F. Krasnogor's daughCathy Hershcopf '85 is the
special counsel to the firm of
Kronish Lieb Weiner & Hellman, LLP. She specializes in
creditors' rights in Chapter 11
bankruptcy proceedings, real
estate and commercial transactions. She has represented
committees on unsecured offcial creditors in some of the
most significant Chapter 11
bankruptcy proceedings
throughout the country. Ms.
Hershcopf was among the
alumni/ae highlighted in this
year's Spotlight on Evening
Division Bnmch (seep. 6).

Maida Meyers Lowin '84 performs her one-woman show in
Manhattan's leading cabaret
clubs.

creditors' rights. He and his wife

Stephen M. Haracz was made partner in the firm Bryan & Cave LLP
in NYC.

seminar in Chicago.

Richard T. Walsh, an associate
at Rosen & Livingston, NYC, co-

Nicholas F. Kajon, a member
of Salomon Green & Ostrow PC in

1985

associate general counsel at Bovis

ed section delegate to the house of
delegates of the American Bar
Association.

Katz. T'hey reside in NYC.

Angeles Charter Reform
Commission.

1982

Francine L. Semaya was elect-

N

Elevated Company by the Seattle

sultant of FINEXCO International

1981

0

City Council. T'he board was created

'83 are delighted to announce the

Arthur Schack was elected to
the Civil Court of NYC in Kings
County.

I

T

was appointed to the Board of

Relief," was published in the spring

Metes Bounds.

C

ter, Julie B. Krasnogor, has joined
her Stamford, CT firm as an associate attorney. The firm, which focuses on immigration, consular and
naturalization law, is on the web at
www.lawyers.com/immigration law.

Lisa Catucci Manning and her
husband, John, announce the birth of
their son, Sean William Robert
Manning. 'They live in Larchmont, NY.

1987

Michael J. Pecklers was recently
appointed to the labor panel of the
American Arbitration Association
in

NJ.

John P. Scordo has been
named counsel of the litigation
department at the firm in NJ,
Pitney, Hardin, Kipp & Szuch.

1989
Sherri L. Eisenpress litigates intellectual property and commercial law
matters at Shatzhin & Reiss in New
York. She has worked with Latin
American, Israeli, European and
Canadian clients with us interests.
Dennis J. O'Sullivan has
opened a practice in Flushing, NY
specializing in consumer bankruptcy.
Bonnie L. Pollack and Thomas
A. Draghi are pleased to announce
the formation of their new law practice, Westerman Shapiro Pollack &
Draghi LLP, Garden City, NY. The
general practice firm specializes in
bankruptcy, real estate, corporate
and commercial litigation.
Louis Posner's website, "Estate
Planning Learning Center," is
located at www.lawfind.com.
Eric E. Schneck is an associate
at Emmet, Marvin & Martin LLP in
NYC.

C

L

A

1990

William Dunn is senior litigation
counsel at AEGIS Insurance
Services Inc., a utility industry
mutual company in New Jersey.
Steven Leszczynski has recently
negotiated a book publishing and
licensing agreement on behalf of
Hasbro Inc. and Krause publications to publish books about
Hasbro's action figure GI Joe.
Steven Mancinelli and Bruno
Codispoti '89 have merged their
solo practices to form Codispoti &
Mancinelli LLP. The New York
practice specializes in intellectual
property and entertainment law.

1991

Michael Arce writes that his wife,
Yolanda, recently completed her JD
and passed the Bar. They have a
one-year-old son Christopher. They
reside in the Bronx.
Bruce Cook has a home law
practice that focuses on estate planning, small business, tax and foun-

s

s

practice in Huntington, NY, focusing on labor and employment law.
Andrew Wasserman has left the
NYC law department and is now a
litigation associate at Willkie, Farr
& Gallagher. Mr. Wasserman, his
wife Donna, and son Jake have
moved to Westfield,NJ.

1993

A

C

T

Steven E. Goldstein was named
partner at Gold & Rosenblatt in NYC.
Eric J. Gottfried was made a
partner at Napoli, Kaiser &
Associates LLP.
Philip Edward Parlante is a
staff attorney at Nassau/Suffolk Law
Services Committee, Inc. in Long
Island. He married Jennifer Lyn
Piercey in August; they honeymooned in Italy.

Michele Mucci McCullough
works as an attorney for The
Guardian Life Insurance Company
in its regulatory affairs department.
She recently married Kevin
McCullough, a corporate bond
trader for The Bank of New York.

1994

dation law.

Lori E. Friedland married Andrew

Charles L. Mester and Scott L.
Wiss '91 have formed a partnership

Arons in November.

1995

Theodore A. Vialet has maintained a solo practice since 1997,
focusing on immigration, divorce,
bankruptcy and criminal law.
Saul D. Zabell has joined
Frank & Breslow PC Farmingdale,
NY, as a senior associate. The firm
specializes in corporate employment, labor relations and benefits
law, reports Neil M. Frank '63.

1996

Ellen Donoghue Freemond is the

Williams, which specializes in
mergers and acquisitions, securities

Jake Leo Oshins, on Feb. 27.

and venture capital.

Rhonda Gilberg is the assistant district attorney in Essex County. She
focuses on domestic violence cases.
Mrs. Gilberg and her husband have
two children.

Steven J. Neuwirth maintains a

Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the
Second Circuit.
Fia Porter is serving as a law
clerk in the Southern District of NY

with the Hon. Whitman Kapp.
Andrea Barton Reeves has
joined the firm Robinson & Cole
CT office.

estate law practice in Park Slope,
Brooklyn.

special assistant corporate counsel at
the Agency for Children Services representing the commissioner for social
services in child support proceedings.
Albert G. Pappas is an associate

at the Atlanta office of Hunton &

Wayne E. Tumlin '92 has
joined the commercial business department of Bernstein,
Shur, Sawyer & Nelson. Mr.
Tumlin will specialize in
acquisitions, securities and
commercial lending law.

is responsible for policy planning
for the company's affiliates.
Julienne K. Lowy was appointed clerk of the Court of

Jason A. Moore has opened a real

focusing on civil, plaintiff's personal
injury and residential real estate law.
Mr. Wiss, deputy mayor of the
Village of Massapequa Park, Long
Island, has entered the mayoral race.
Jason Oshins and his wife Alice
announce the arrival of their son,

1992

N

0

LLP as an associate in the Hartford,

Leonard A. Cecere, executive vice
president of Doral Capital, NYC,
has formed a commercial real
estate lending department.
James T. McClymonds began
his fifth year as deputy chief court
attorney at the New York State
Court of Appeals.

I

1997

Alexis S. Axelrad is a member of
the immigration committee of the
New York Bar Association.

Lawrence Hughes is the
director of service development at
Varsity Transit in Jamaica, NY. He

E-mailyour
news!

We look forward to hearing
from you! Send In Brief your
news--professional, personal,
and positively individual. We
want to keep your classmates
current on your whereabouts
and assist all alumni/ae in networking and just staying in
touch. Promotion? Interesting
hobby? A wedding? A baby? A
passion for volunteering in your
community? It's all pertinent
and it's all news to us.
E-mail to Editor Yvonne
Hudson or Assistant Editor
Donna Spalter at
inbrief@nyls.edu.
Fax is our next best means to
hear from you:
212-406-010 3.

Sorry, we can't accept items by
phone, but do call if you have
any questions before submitting (212-431-2800). Photos
(black & white or color head/
shoulders or passport-type
shots) are accepted with items
mailed to:
In Brief/Class Action
New York Law School
57Worth St.
New York, NY 10013-2960
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MEMORIAM
CELEBRATING A REMARKABLE ALUMNUS: LEO CHERNE '34
Leo Cherne '34, distinguished
chairman emeritus of the
International Rescue Committee in New York, died January 14
at the age of 86. After earning
his BA from New York University
and LL.B. from New York Law
School, Mr. Cherne achieved
prominence as a lawyer, economist, businessman, and astute
political scientist.
In 1951, Cherne turned a
struggling International Rescue
Committee into the world's
largest organization of its kind,
making a profound impact on

the relief and resettlement of
refugees. While under his lead-

crship, as remembered in The
New York Times, "the New Yorkbased Committee eventually
helped hundreds of thousands
of displaced, dispossessed and
desperate people, first in Europe
and then all over the world in
places like Bangladesh, Southeast Asia, Latin America, the
I-lorn of Africa, Afghanistan,

have been prominently displayed
in such places as the Smithsonian and the White I-louse
Cabinet Room. I-le retired from
the Committee in 1991.

While at the IRC, consulting
and writing, Mr. Cherne was an

Mr. Cherne was a passionate
man, dedicated to the struggle
for human rights. His success led
him to advisory positions under
nine presidents, and in 1984
President Reagan awarded Mr.
Cherne the United States Medal
of Freedom for his work on
behalf of refugees. Mr.
Chere's remarkable accom-

accomplished sculptor. His works

plishments were recognized

Rwanda and Burundi."

worldwide: I-le was awarded the
French Legion of Honor,

Germany's Commander Cross
and the United Nations Gold
Medal of Peace.
Mr. Cherne is survived by his
daughter, Gail Gambino, broth-

er Jack Chere, and granddaughter Erica Gambino.
Contributions in Leo

Cherne's memory may be made
to: The Leo Cherne Refugee
Emergency Fund, c/o The
International Rescue
Committee, 122 East 42nd St.,
New York, NY 10168.

REMEMBERING A DEDICATED STAFF MEMBER: GERARDO FIGUEROA
Gerardo Figueroa was proud of
many things-his heritage and his
family and also, his long connection with New York Law School.
When he first arrived in this
country from Puerto Rico, he
had no idea it was a tie that
would last the rest of his tooshort life; when he died this past
November, he had been an
employee of the School for 10
years.
Gerardo began his NYLS
career in June 1989 in the

department of finance and
administration, but when the

office of development and
public affairs announced an
opening, his facility with numbers, coupled with his energy,

enthusiasm, humor and dedication, convinced Jeannette
Richardson, then the director of
32 In Brief

stewardship, that he was the person she'd been seeking.
Jeannette became in turn his
supervisor, his mentor, and finally, his clear friend.
Gerardo brought style to the
workplace--nattily dressed in a
dark suit, crisp white shirt and
slightly trendy tie, he was ready
for work-and work he did! This
was a man who hated idleness;
who never waited to be given an
assignment, but would ask--or
more likely tell-what he would
do next. Still, Gerardo always
found time to notice his coworkers tastes and on each person's birthday, he was there with
a carefully-selected gift.
Gerardo's own taste ran to spicy
food, family parties, and his
beloved owls.
Last July, Gerardo left for

vacation. I-le never came back.
Instead, he called with the news
that he was in the hospital for
tests. The tests revealed what no
one wanted to hear- Gerardo
was diagnosed with advanced
cancer. I-le died with those he
loved beside him. I-le was 41
years old.Gerardo leaves his
partner Victor Rios, his daughter and granddaughter, his
brother and sister and the rest of
his family.

I-le also leaves a host of us at
NYLS-fellow workers, faculty,

and alumni/ae-who were
helped by his hard work and
who were enriched by his
friendship.

AS WE WENT TO PRESS
We just learned of the passing of these members of the NYLS
family. Please see the next In Brief for more about their lives.

Milton S. Gould, retired adjunct professor, on March 28.
Elliot Paskoff '68 on March 11.
Andrew Simack, professor emeritus of law, on March 26.
Louis Sternbach '42 on Nov. 1, 1998.

S. MARTIN SALTZ 49

W

hen Martin Saltz was a boy growing up in
Brooklyn, he already knew what he would be: a
radio announcer! He would spend hours in his

room imitating the great announcers of that era to an imagi-

nary audience or describing his favorite sport-boxing-to an
equally imaginary listeners hip.
How did this early passion translate into the career
he did choose? Why law? "Because," explains Mr. Saltz with a
gentle smile, "what I loved about announcing was using
words and persuading people, and isn't that what the law is all
about,

after all?
Now, half a century after receiving his degree from

New York Law School, Mr. Saltz continues to be an involved
and committed alumnus and a most generous donor. This
past year, in fact, he endowed a named scholarship fund in
memory of his parents, the Max and Dora Saltz Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
When asked why he chose to honor his parents in
this way, Mr. Saltz explained, "I was lucky, so lucky in my life.
My parents were wonderful and they had the means to give
me so much. My parents always stressed helping others, as
does my religion. All I want is to do the same for someone not

"It's nice to be lucky ...

as fortunate."
Since retiring from active practice, Mr. Saltz has
pursued his dream of traveling to places he has always wanted
to see. "Budapest. . .Vienna...Prague ... ," he says, "those three
cities are very high on my list."
Mr. Saltz hopes that others who are able to, also will

help the School and students. "It's got to come from the
heart," he says, "this feeling that you want to help others. And
when you act on it," he adds, "there's nothing that makes you
feel so good."

If you would like information about
endowing a scholarship fund at NYLS,

please call Associate Dean Barbara I. Leshinsky
at 212-431-2800

it's wise to know you've been lucky."
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Calendar
OF EVENTS

Through May H

May 22 through

July 9 through

From Union Square to
Battery Park

Watch for:

June25

September3

Fall Moot Court Alumni Reception

Photographic Memories

Student, Alumni, Faculty and Staff
Art Exhibit

Landscape Art Exhibit

Exhibit of photographs, some
employing mixed media

Closing reception: Wednesday,
September I. Call 212-431-2321
for details.

May25&26
CLE Program
Offered for 6 CLE credits
See course description,

NYLS News, p. 3.

"RSVP to the
Office of Development and
Public Affairs by e-mail:
alumni@nyls.edu or call
212-431-2800 for details.
Events are held at the Law School
unless otherwise noted.

June 3
Reunions!
The Old Police Headquarters
by Patricia Melvin

Classes of '54, '59, '64, '69, '74,
'79, '84, '89, '94

6 pm
Eileen McCrohan '96

Junel4
107th Commencement

THIS COULD BE YOUR LAST CHANCE TO
SEE OLD FRIENDS IN THIS CENTURY!

Commencement address by
Hon. Guido Calabresi,
US Circuit Judge,
US Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit
3:30pm
Avery Fisher Hall,
Lincoln Center

Please remember these graduation years and
don't forget your class reunion:
1954, 1959, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994

Mark your calendar now! Join us on

t.

1:

Thursday, June 3, 1999
6.00 p.m.
Reception and Class Dinners
Register by e-mail: alumni@nyls.edu

